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INTRODUCTION

•

"Jagulo 'tUnc suo glad·to."

The followi.ng letters app eared ill the Sing(~p o l'e Stmits
Times, siglled SCRUTATOR, in the numbers of our journal for
Oct. ~9th, N av. 5th, l~th, 19th, ~6th, and Dec. 3nt These
communications are now published in a connected form for the
purpose of aiding the demand for Enquiry into the circumstances of the annihilation-prJces t employed against tile tribes of
Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks, and also to enable us to furnish
many parties wno were uisappoillted in securing copies of the
consecutive issues in which the lett ers appeared.
All we ask, sue, and pray for is ENQuIRY,-an investigation of
the circumstances of the « N a val Execution" ot J ul Y31st. 1849 ;
lie not merely the proceeding;; of that melancholy ollsla ught, but
also the policy that dictated it, and the occurrences anterior
and subsequent. If the case possesses merits 011 which " the
slaughter of 1500 beings in an incredible short space of time"
can be justified, an enquiry-a full, searching examination
wOllld, obviously, contribllte to establish the wisdom aml " humanity" which dictated and directed it. Sir James Brooke of
aU men ought to court and not be chary in his demanGs for a
public scrutiny. Falsehood and a consciousness of weakness
avails itself of silence and uIlcertainty; truth is confirmed by
investigation, and, to use a law maxim, "truth is afraid of nothing but concealment." If silence be persisted in, nO other
inference can be drawn save that, the uncertainty of coneealment is preferred for convenience sake, and because enquiry
would disclose circumstances highly unfavo rable to the author
,and approverfO of proceedings
Clothed in the garb of secrecy-and guilt.
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But, whether enquiry be granted or withheld, the statement s
of the Rajah Brooke (vide Letter I page 1) when juxtapotized with the allegations of .sir James Brooke (Letter I page 3)
made for the purpose of establishing the fact of piracy against
the Serebas and. Sakal'rans, olearJyindicate acllegree of prevarication,-coolly and delibera\t;ely written,-,vhicih mus tneceesarily
weaken our belief in any writings or narratives given to the
world, emanating fromsllch an author, &: it involves a conclusion,
irresistable we think, that the slaughter of the 31st. July was
as wicked as it was merciless! :;0 gross a misrepresentation
of the occurrences of the ~8th. Sept. 1839, detailed in the Diary-indited when the circumstances were fresh in the memory,
--and so shameles 31y dis(orte 1 in an affidavit ten yeais afterw'lrds, w 'H, in some mea,>ure, prepare the reader for the want
of ingenuousness displayed in the concoction of the letter of
the Rajah Muda Hassim (vide Letter IV. p.16-19) which was
designed, and su~eeded, in drawing off Captain Keppel's attention from the ., terrible pirates" of the A'tChipela:go -the illlrununs and Balaninis-to the tribes wlJfo'ge chief offence was
their b eing inimical to the g(lVeUl'lr.nelll.t of flhe B0rnean Rajah
and his European. sllocessor. The real pi!rates of the Axehip'e lago are those designated as Lanuns @r Illa,nuus ana. Ballani'nls, a
description of whom and their prahus we hwve !~ilVePllfr(;)m Keppel and an officer of tt. M. S. Wolf ( ,vide Appen1i<i.!l{., Had. the
operations of H. M. S. '[~ido been directed to tihe -extirpatien
of the Illanun or Ralanini-who may properly be designated
H ostis Aum ~£ni qeneris-the scourge would ere this have effectually been suppJ:essed. The ruse which suocessfuUy diverted Captain Ke~pel's at'tention 'from so desirable an object is
equalled only by the slip recN'ded in the ]lote at foot. *'

*' f From

the straits Times O;;t. 1st. 1850.]

The followlng Is taken from the Lond~n T"M !S July 23 rd &s part of the lJarUamentar,f oration of btl;'
Hawel, the ullder Secretary :'rhen he had In his band an important lotter from one of the oldost merch.:mts in 8ln~apore --tbe oldest
surviving British merchant who had. vldte(t that COlut; 16 yeRra ago, when he .visited the COllst ot Borneo ,
11e witRetled. the tterror.IProdu..ced.b.1 the atrocIty of1.nolO tribes, Whlchl'tb.e energy orSlr Jllmes lRrooke lhad
checked. The entire populatlon of tne tOWD.1/i alonlf the coaat .and at the mouths of the rivers regarded
theBe marauders wIth the utmoat ala1'lU and abh.orrence. tl'hQlle were the worfl8 in wbloh be W'MtIe :.1 AI one of tbeoldest, indeed. I believe tbo oldest, Iunlvlng Britllh vl.ltor to
the western coasts of Bor neo, I feel myself called upon to oft'ermy testimony al to "the atllte at tho;c coasts 16 years ago. 1 hll VC a.
Uvely recoUectlon, even at this d18tant date, of the terror in which the COASt was .k ept by the .er~· !tribea
wtlich. you have been instrumental tn checking. SctLTCcly more than n year before my art1v41"'Cht! entir e
population of the towo ot 81aku, a few mUes to the lOuth~f tiambai, W8a eu t·off by a marauding ex,pcditloD
of Dyaks from the northwest CORst; and I found all the Imaller rlYers that'! wlshell to enter 8o"barrlcadell
,vltb wooden pile, that I 'found it dUllcu lt to obtain an ~ntra.ncc even for my amall boat. I see that In Pl)
work on the Eastel'» BtU' (page '2"69) 1 have alluded to thesc Dy.s.ks as coming trom (SertUlsnn '- nn errol'
which I dillcovcl"cd soon atter pubUco,tlon, awl whicb I intended to rectlr,. if anothcr edition ,h "d ~en ,
called for before I Icft Englan'd. I feel convinced that the blow you have struck ngaiust the dls'turbere of
the peace 00 tne coast of Borneo w1l1 do moro towards the general £pllcification eft thc ,trIbes of the Indian
~~~~h!:ci:~?~~~:':~heCS~~~~h.ojt~,:~ ~~!~:ei~' ~~~~~~~C~~!~O!.ot our intercoursc with tMIt pal't Of

• 'l'his .totement of Mr. Hawes is all fudge-dawn-right bo,h, as the Persians designate humbug, )\1r
Earl made one voyage to the wcstcOatt of Borneo n ot a8 a merchant but in command or the ticbOOn er
Stamford (sec U Eastern 8eas" p. 2001 nnd wrote and account of what was heard and leeD during tbis aying
v1,1\ Mr, Eal'l claims only to be the oldclt ,univlnK vilitor (notmercbant) OD thc'COtlst ,-E(litor .
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}<'or the communications of SCRUTATOR we solicita patient
and attentive perusal, a candid examination and calm reflection
-they deserve not less, whilst the important subjects they discuss demands something more, namely, action, on conviction that a
case is made out, and thus more loudly and widely spread the
cry for PUBLIC ENQUIRy.-Editor, Straits Times.
Singapore, Dec. 5th. 1850.
We do not pretend. to hazard a guess at what induced the author of
"Earl's Eastern Seas" to indite the letter cited by Mr. Hawes, nor does
it much matter, in as much as were the object to prop up the annihilationprocess, the alleged facts avail nothing. Mr. Earl accommodates Sir James
Brooke by fixing on the people of Sakarrnn the Slaku affair, and says although in "the Eastern Seas (page 269) "I have allnded to the Dyaks
as coming from 'Serassan' instead of Sakarran" the error would have
been corrected had the sllccess of the first edition been such as to encourage another reprint of the work. Now turning to page 269 of Mr.
Earl's book we fin.d that the author heard-by the way, all the evidence
against the Sakarrans is mere hearsay-that "the entire population of Slaku, a town situated a few miles distant from the mouth of the Sambas river" had been murdered by the Serassens. I f " the entire population"
wa91 cut C!)ff, w,ho, supplied the natmtiv.e oli the outrage? A ll page 214,
where the same outragc is described, it is stated that" nearly all the inha".
bitant.'were; murrlered," aJJd..tbat the maraudenr '''caore d'own tlie coast
from the northward," while at page 269 the attack is said to have. been
perpetra~-'lJby'a pO-werful tribe of wild Dyaks from tlie North-west coast: '
Such discrepancie s mllY reasonably be expected in ~6' versionI{' af.di1fer.
ent writers, when mere hearsay evidence is credited; but the same narrator ought at least to preserve consistenoy in that which he puts forth as
reliable facts. This, however, is not all. Notwithstanding the correction
in the letter cited by Mr. Hawes, apparently accommodated to meet the
wishes of Sir James Brooke, which misnomer Mr. Earl assures the world
would be amended were a second edition of the Eastern Seas called for,
when "Sakarran" should be substituted for " Serassan," we trust Mr.
Earl, for his own reputation and for Geography's sake, will make no such
substitution! Sirhassan and Sakarran are places distinct from each other,
inhabited by different people; the affair of Slaku, the" entire population"
(page 369) or "nearly all" (page 214) of whom were slain as described,
could not possibly have been committed by the Sakarrans. In Bubstituting
"Sakarran" for" Serrasan," Mr. Earl would seem not to be aware of the
existence of the Sirhassen pirates, scarcely less formidable than the Lanuns.
These Sirhassens, are natives of an island of the same name, one of the
Natunas, Whilst the country of the Sakarrans is on the mainland of Borneo, adjoining the dominions of Sarawak. The prahus of the Serassens
have masts, spars. gUllS; those of the Sakarrans are mete canoes, sewn together. and, according to Brooke and Low, incapable of encountering the
least bad weather or heavy sea, and without masts or guns. If Mr. Earl
will turn to W. Robinson's Admiralty Reports Vol. 2 page 354 he will
gather something respecting these Serhassen pirates, who were fallen in
with a'Cd attacked by the pinnace and two cutters of H. M. S, Dido, Deaf
the island of Serhassen.

(
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Conductors of Public Journals who may notice, in their

columns, the letters of SCRUTATOR will confer a favor by transmitting to the Editor of the Straits Times a copy of the paper'
containing their remarks.

BORNEO PIRACY.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE STRAITS TIM ES
AND SINGAPORE JOURNAL OF CO~IMERCE.
LETTER I.

SIR.-I am one of those who refused to sign the address got up
here to Sir James Brooke, deprecating the attacks made on him through
the English Press, relative to the slaughter of the Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks on the 31st July 1849; and, i£ I thought I saw good reason at the time, to decline subscribing to any such address, I am fortified in the conviction under which I then acted, by the perusal of
certain portions of the evidence printed in the Parliamentary Papers,
on which that unparalleled "nav;;l execution" had been altempted to
be justified.
One specimen of that evidence I now beg to call the
attention of yours elf and readers to; and it is deserving of special
attention, as being the evidence of the prime instigator of that awful
transaction-,the Rajah Brooke himself.

I must commence my task with quoting a somewhat lengthy extract from Brooke's Diary, published by Captain Keppel j but its perusal is indispensable to the due appreciation of what follows; and I
must here only premise that when the adventure mentioned in the following extract befel Rajah 'Brooke, his yatch the "Royalist" was ly_
ing at the Mooratabas entrance of ,the Sarawak river, on the nigbt of
the 28th Sept. 1839, accompanied by a Malay pilot boat under ihe command of the Rajah Panglima of Sarawak. I quote verbatim, but the
italics a{e' my own:"The First part of the night was dark; and the panglima in his pra" hu with twelve men, lay dose to the shore, and under the dark shadow
" ojtl.e hilt. About nine the attention of the watch on deck was at.e tracted by some bustle ashore, and it soon swelled to the wildest cries;
"the only word we could distinguish, however, being "Dyak,"
.. Dyak !"-All hands were standing on deck, I gave the order to charge
" and fire a gUll with a blank cartridge, and in the meantime lit a blew
" light.-The gig was lowered, a few muskets and cutlasses thrown into
" -her. and I started in the hope of rescuing our poor Malay friends. 'I'he
" vessel in the mean time was prepared for defence, guns loaded, board-
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.' in gnetting ready f01" running up. and the people at quartets ;
.' for we were ignorant if tlte number, the strengtl~ 01' even the ) desCI" "ptioll

., of the assailcmts-I met the Pangbima's boat pulling towards the vessel"
.' and returned with him, considering ·it useless and l'ash to pursue the foe,
.' The story is soon told, A fir e had been lit in the river, and after th e
.' people had eaten, they anchored their boa t and according to their cus" tom, went to sleep,-Tlw fire had p10bab1!J attracted the roving Sel'eb(ls
.' Dyaks, who stole upon them, tool~ them by surprise, and would in.' evitably have cut them ofl', but for our presence, They attacl~ed the
" pmhu fiercely with their spears; fi va out of twelve jumped into th e water
" and swam ashore, and the Panglin) a was wounded severely, When
" our blue light was lit, they desisted; and directly the gun fired, paddled
" (lwayfast.-WE NEVER SAW THEM. The Panglim4 wall,l:ed aboard with
•• a spear filled ill his breast, the barb being buried, and a second rusty
.' spear -wound close t.o th e first; the head oflhe weapon was cut out, his
., wounds dressed , and he was put to bed.-Another man had a wound
" from a wooden beader! spe,ar; and mo,st had beep struck more or I!!ss
., by these rude and luckily, 'innocuous weapons. A do~en 01' two of Dyak
" spears were left in the Malay boat, which I got-some were well shap.
"ed but the most, simpl!! pieces of hard wood sharp pointed, which they
" hul'! in great numbers. F i1'e arms eke Dyaks had none, and whilst at., tacking, made no noille whatenr; whilst the Malays, on the contra., ry, shouted lustily, some perhaps from bravery, mest fJDm terrOl. The
" force tha.t attacked them was differently stated; SOI1)e .$Ilid tl/,fJ boat
" contained eighty or a hundred men, othel's rated the Jl,ulllber as 19W a~
., fifty; and aUo\viJJg for exag ~eration, pe~baps there might have been
" thirty five-I)ot fewer from the number of spears thrown. Being ful"Iy prp. pared we set pur watcb, and r etired as usual to our beqs, th e
" stealthy and darin g attack right \!nq er the guns of th e schooner ha" "ing given me a lesson to I<ee p the guns charged in future. The plan
" was well de Vised, for we could not fire without the chance of hitting our
" friends, as well as foes, a11d the deep shadow of the hm ENTiRELY
" l'REVENTED OUR SEEING THE A'8SAILANIrS ....... 2,9 th Sept. I cOJl.sl<lerEl4.
" it necessary to despatch a boat to Sal'awak to acquaint the Jtajah Mu.diL
"Hassim with the ciJ1Cumstances of the attack made en his hOAt,"
Brooke's jouvnal 28th and 29th s'epl, 1'839; K epp,el 'voJ. 1 t'. p,

89,90. 91.
There is notbing furtber said about the mattes j and if Brooke
was told by the Malays thatlhe, by him, UNSEEN ASSAl,LANT8 w,e.r~
Serebas Dyaks; it was not likely he should express much surprise
at the cir.cumstance, a$ he /;lad, onlJ a few w.eeks before, been infM~d by the Rajjlh Mullah llassiql, himself, lind ~ad recorl;led it jn
his Di31'y (August 17th) that the SeJ1ebas Dyaks "were inimical to
his GCllver.nment, and a skirmish had lately taken plac.e between Ithem
and some of 'his subjects." (Keppel vol. 1. 'p. 35., Not a word ,is
then said about their being pirates-acoording to the Rajah Muda'.g
own testimony, they were at war with Saraw~k.
Now, mark to what purpose Sir James Brooke converts this occurrence ten years aflerwards.-The following is an ex.tract from the
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Deposition of Sit· JA~lES BROOKE, sworn to by him on the 25th.
September :1819, and laid before the Admiralty Court at this Settlement to establish the fact of piracy againt the Screbas and Sakarran
Dyaks, and forwarded by him to Lord Palmerston, to satisfy his Lord~hip of the accuracy of the information under which they were "an ·
nihilated" as pirates, VIZ.-" Deponent further states that he is peljectly certain orthe piratical
.. character of the St rebus and Sakarran tribes ; that as far back as
.. the year 1839 deponent's attention was attracted towards these pi"rates on the 28th Sept. in that year; whilst lying in his (deponent's)
" schooner the lloyallist, at the Moratt'lbas entrance of the Sarawak ri ve r,
... !wo p ,'altus containin cr about twenty men, acting as pilots to the R oya
,
I
" list were attacked byo a party of Serebas mCIl abo ut nlll
e 0 'I
C ou t at
.. night; several of them were Wounded and the most fl ed into the jun., gle, D eponent went to their I\SSistallce with two boats a ndp"l's lte~ the
" pirates ; he believes there 708re tMee 0)' j our p iratical p ralw s, hut the lllght
., was too dark to d istillg1tisl. clea?'ly5' "

The date sf.'ecilied, the position of the R oy alist, het' being accompanied with pilots, and other circumstances common to both accounts,
place it beyond the reach of question or cavil that the attack, 01' miJlutely mentioned in the Diary, is identical with that rcfered to in tlta
affidavit. We have some idea holV a court of justice 1V0uid deal with
a wilness whose evidence before a jury contained sllch discrepan cies
io point of fart as are pre~l}nted between the record in Brooke's
Diary, and tho staternent made by him under the sanction of an
oalh,-a form of allegation which is generally understood to enjoin
carefulness and caution in giving evidence, but which Sit, James Brooke
would appear to regard as author;zing the utmost autlacity of assertion. It is indeed pamful to contemplate the position in which Sir
James Brooke places himself by giving these two very different versions of the same occurrence. But it is not so milch to the_circum stance oe his now swearing that he "pltrsued the p iratfJ s " -while
io his Diary he distinctly states, that "he met the Pan31ima's boat
pulling towards the vessel, and I'Jturned with him, considerin,q it
useless and rl1.s'" to purs~,e t!te fo e ; "~it ,is not to his now s weal'iog that instead of one Dyak bl}at with a erew cstimated at thirty live
men, as mentioned in the Diary, he a ffir.ms his " belief t/tat tit ere w ere
tltree or fo u7' piratical praltus "-it is not to his now swearlllg that
the ,night was merely "too <!lark to distinguish clearly," while tho
Diary three dil'ferent times over repeats "we were ig norant of the
lJumber, the strength, or lhedescription of our assailants."- " ~Ve never saw tltem "~the deep shadow of the hill entirely prev ented
our seeing ,the assailants;" --it is not, I repeat, to those discrepencies and other minor ones, to which I would parLicularly direct attenliol!; although such glaring contradicti0ns may help tG determine the

*. P apers on Borneo piracy Illid before Pal'liament, Apl'il 1850,
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claim of Sir James Brooke's statements and representations:to the merit of scrupulous veracity, and although the whole circumstances may
help to shew the public the nature of the means which he thinks himself at liberty to avail of in order to satisfy the mmister of the British Crown, to wh om he is officially responsible, tha t he possessed
the most convincing proofs of the habitual piracy of the Serebas and
SakalTan tribes.-All that is certainly bad enough.-But it is rather as
a pregnant suggestion of the actual wealmess of the whole case against
these Dyaks. that I would invite attention to the above portion of the
evidence on which they have been adjudged to be pirates-and I will
venture to affirm that there is much more of tbat evidence equally
valueless with that which forms tbe subject of my present observations. I will again address you on this subject; nnd in tbe meantime
leave tbe above .to the con sideration of your readers.

LE'I"I'E1\

II

Sm.-My former communication must not only have satisfied your
readers that Sir James Brooke stands convicted of deliberate and wilful
misrepresentation, in that portion of bis ,evidence against the Serebas and
Sakarran Dyaks, on which I have animadverted, hut must also have ten_
ded to satisfy them that, when the prime agent in the process of extirpation which has been carried on against these trihes, finds himself reduced to such a deplorable necessity in furnishing his proofs, the question as to whether these people m'e or are not pirates, is not onJymattel' of legitimate doubt, but ought to be one of careful inquiry. Of
course, 5 iI', I. for my part, conSider the question to be still at issue between Rajah Brooke and the Sere bas and Sakarran communities; between
him and the British people; and between the British people and the tribes
of the Slaughtered Dyaks; as to whether their rivers have been invaded, their villages plundered and destroyed, their habitations burned to the
ground, theil' country laid waste, all trade with them interdicted even to
the supplying of the necessaries of life, and their coasts strewed with
theil' dead bodies in hundreds, on any evidence which brings home to
them the guilt of habitual piracy, in the sense in which that word
was always understood before Brooke became Rajah of Sal'awak; or
whether they have not been proceeded against from the first in a manncr which no law can justify, and been doomed to destruction on false
pretences. This question, with all its consequences of weal or woe to
the defendants, I affirm to be still pending; and I shall have ill (lXeCUted the task I have marked out for myself if, before I have dono, I do
not convince every candid reader, every readel' not blinded by his prepossessions, that at the time when Captain l{eppel first carried fire and
sword into theil' countries in 1843, there was not a shadow of evidence before the public, that the Dyak tribes attacked by him wer e
communities of pi1'ates.

( 5 )
Let it be remembered that before najah Brooke's time no writer
whatever had so much as even mentioned these tribes by name. In vain
shall we search the pages of D:i1rymple, of Forrest, of names, or of
Crawfurd, to learn a single syllable regarding these pirates. They are
nul mentioned by Mr. Hunt, whose "excellent notice of Borneo" is
commemorated by Brool(C himself, and who made a voyage on the
coasts of Borneo in 1.81.2 for the expresD purpose of gaining information for Sir Stamford Hames. They are 1I0l mentioned by Mr. Earl in
his work on the Indian Seas published in 1.837. They are not mentioned in lhe columns of the Sin,qapore C1~ronicle from lhe day of its first
apllearance in 1824 till its ex tinction in 1.837. They are not mentioned
in the Sin,qapore FrM Press from its commencement in 1835, until
they :Ire introduced to publie rlOhce through lhe medium of its columns,
by Brool(e himself, after he had become najah of Sarawalc, Nor before lhat lime, no\' as we beHeve ever since, was any report made to the
local authorities wbich connected the name of the Sereb:ls or Sakarrans
with a piratical attack on a nalive trading vessel of any description, flooks
of history, books of voyages, Newspapers far and near, official reports
and judicial records, all alike bore testimony to the nam es and acts of
the Malay pirates of the Straits of Malacea, of Linga, Billiton and other
places, and of the IIIanoon, Sooloo, and Ualanini pirates; and all were
alike silent as to the existence of lhese races of Dyak pirates; although
Sir James Brooke can tell Lord P:llmerston, in a recent despatch, that the
hordes of Serebas and Sakarran had "for a lOllg course of time caT,'ied on an extensive and unchecked system of depredation," before
being attacked Ly Captain Keppel in 1.813 .t 18i4 Ii> : and he does
IIOt shrink from representing to his ~ord5hip that both "the interests
of commerce and the maintenance of 0~t1" national position in
the A1'c1~ipelago" require the entire extinction of a system of pit'acy
carried on by people who paddle their ,'allan fastened prahus alollg
the coast, never out of sight of ldnd, who conduct their attacks without fit'e arms, and whose chief missiles are · wooden spears, "lucIdly
innocuous weapons" as he himself expresses !t! What a ricketty
position must that of England be in the Eastern Seas, when savages
so armed are likely to battel' it down!
Hut this is a view of lhe question which J shall find more sui table occasIOn to return to, My present ohject is to lrace Rajah Brooke
in his relations wilh the Serebas and Sakarran Dyal~s , from the time
of his first acquaintance with them; and to indicate their relation s
with the surrounding tribes of Dyaks. For tbis purpose the principal
authority consulted shall be Sir James Brooke himself; and I may here
mention that I do not mean to avail of any writing ~ hostile to him
in pursuing my present enquiry. Heshall his be own' witness, with his
friend s Captains Keppel and Mundy, and Mr. tow: and the no less
friendly pages of the Jou,.~al of the Eastern Arc1tipelago ~nd
Singapore Free Press.

* Sir

J , Brooke to Viscount PalmerstQll 2nd F eb, 1850,

( G )
The very first mention we find made of Serebas ill BROOKE'S
JOUIlNAL, published by Captain KEPPEL, is on lhe occasion of
his first visit to Sarawak in 1.839, and it is worthy of attention,
a> we have just seen Sir James Brooke declaring that the Sel'ebas
and Sakarl'an hordes, were notorious pirates, for a llmg COU1'se of
time anterior to Captain Keppel's invasion of their country in 1.813.
Having expressed his wish to the llajah Muda I-Iass im to travel a ..
mongst the Dyaks, he is first cautioned against approaching the quarters of Ihe rebels, obtains his cheerful assent to going amongst the
Dyaks of Lundu and Sadong; but "Serebas, another largo Dyak tOWII\
he advised me not to visit, as they were inimical to his gOl)el'l!-

ment, and a skirmish had lately taken place between tltem aild
some of !tis subJects." Keppel vol., 1.; P 35.
During this excursion he pays a visit 10 the d welling of the chief
of the tunelu branch of the Siubuyou Dyaks, whom he des ignated
afterwards his "pet tribe," and where he find, that
" Some thirty or forty skulls were hangin g from the roof of .the apartment; and I was informed th at they had mally more in t!lCir possessiun ; all however, the heads of enemies, chiefly of the t'l'ibe of S ere6as. 01 1
enquiry, I was told that it was indispensably necessary n YOllog mall
should procure a skull before he gets mal ried and that 'it was a custom
" established f,.om time immemorial and cmtld not be dispensod witft . I asked
" a young unmarried man when he would go to get a helld,
H e rep lied
" soon" "where would he go to get one? 1'0 tile Sel'cbtls River." (Keppel vol. 1. P 55 56.)
"
..
..
"

The Sibnyoll Dyaks or the Sadong are also visited by him during
the same expedition, and he find s that:
" Like their Lundu brethren and other Dyaks , they have a collec" lion of heads hunging at the entrance ot their chiefs' private apartm'ents,
" Some of these heads were fresh, and 10itlt the ~ttmost sanJ f roid they told
"~tS tlley ~oel'e 1Oomen. Th ey declared, however, they never to07, any heads
" but of their enem ies , anci that these women, unhappy victims, ht\d be" longed to a distant tribe." (Keppel vol. 1 p.61.
The following are the only rurther notices of the Sereba~ and Sakarran tribes which occur in the entries in Brooke's Diary during'
this early stage of his i!\tercourse with Borneo, viz.
"The Dyal(s of Sib now came from the river of that name just beyond
" Balaban, th ough large communities are dispersed on the Lundll and the
"Sadong, The same may be said of the Serebas tribe (the most pl'eda" ciou~ aml wild of the coast) which has powerful branches of the origi.. nal stock on the Sakarran river . (Keppel vol. 1 p. 97.
" I may now mention some curious facts I gathered from the cle,erest
" man here, Makota. 'fhe natives of Lundu, Serebas and _Bintulu, speal(
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"different languages, and vary greatly in dress and habits. Those of
" Lundu and Sm'ebas do not use the blowpipe, nor are they talooed like
"the Dyaks of Bintulu. (Mundy vol. 1 p. 19.)
" Silakow is not far from Lundtl, neal' the territQry of Sambas. The
" Kurah's live in the same ne1ghboui'llOod, half a day's journey froll} $ibll:
"yoll. Among these tribes, they never have hatl, .wal> but the Dyaks of
"Serebas sometim es attack them. The SO/'elias tnbe 1S strong and fond
"offighling." (Mundy vol, 1 p. 22.)
This in formation was communicated to Brooke by a Lundu Dyak,
brought before him by Makota (Ibid,)
The foregoing p<!ssages comprise (inclusive of that quoted in
my former lelter) every individual direct mention of and incidental allusion to the Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks to be met with
in Brooke's journals for 1839, published in the volumes of Captains
Keppel and Mundy; when, as he himself 'soys,
My attention -was a,lJ'Xious]y directed to acquiring a knowledge of
" the Dynk tribes; and for that purpose I passed ten days amone:st them
" at Lundu " (Keppel vol. 1 p. 86) .
I.

-besides the means he poss,essed of deriving information r,egarding
tbeir habits and practices at the hands of Muda Hassim and Makota.
It must be allowed even by Sir J. Brooke himself, that these notices contain no indication of the Serebas and Sakarran tribes being
hordes of habitual pirates, dangerous either to British commerce, or
to any other commerce, except it might be that of the tribes with
whom they were from timeto timea! war,in the manner incident to savage
life; nor does it here appear that their warfare was carried on in a more
ferocious spirit than by lh~ir profes~ed aQd ;lvowe4 ,enep1ies whom
he found coolly pointing to in the heads of women suspended
fNm their roof, most probably ~he heads of ,women belonging to the
Serebas ,or Sakarr,an tribes; for none of the Dyaks whom he visited
on this occasion appear to have had any other enemies but these tribes.
LET/rER III

Sm,--I proceed with my examination of the Journals.- In August 184.0 Bl'ooke makes his second visit ,to Borneo, and f:io~ his
friend the Rajah Muda Hassim still at war with his ins,1,I.rgent subjects; and if the Serebas Dyaks wer~ if)imical to his -GoyeJ:J,l~~~ pn
the occasion of the first visit, it would seem that hostilities betwixt
them had ceased for a time, as ·we now find the Rajah Muda. unsuccessfully soliciting their alliance to aid him in the W<\I' against the
rebels. On the 16th. Oct, of Ibat year, Brook.e recounts cel'tail) arrivals in the camp, and adds:
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" And lastly P angeran J edut came from Serebas, wi th information
" that the Dyaks of that name, in consequence oj a wal' witl. L inga, could
" not come here. Thus they not only refu sed themselves, btl t obliged
" the Linga people to stay at home to defe nd th eir co untry. -To quiet
" this coast the S erebas sho uld receive a severe lesson." - (Keppel vol.
1. p. 147.)
Succours from Lingo. afterwards arrive notwithstanding; and we find
th e "hostilities" of the Lingo. and Sercbas tribes again alluded to in
the following terms;" At this tim e Seriff J affer fr om Ling-a arrived with about seventy
.• men, Malays and Dyaks of Balow. The ri ve r being situated close
" to S erabas, an d incessant hostilities being waged between the two places , he
" with his followers were both more active aud warlike than the B oru neans : but their warfare conSists in clo~ in g hand to hand with spear
" an d sword, and tlwy scal'cely tenderstand the .tse oj .firo arllls."-JourlIal D ec. 1840 : Ibid p. 181.
We are introduced to another tribe of Dyaks at enmity with the
Serebas, consisting of a party whom 8rooke fell in with in the river Sadong ; and whom he thus mentions:
" ....Ve fell in with a party of B alolVS, who we re building a prahll
" up a short creek. The Pange rans instantly swore they were the
" most treacherous and perfidious of th e Dyak tribes, and ass ured me
,. I should be murdered or mained if I ventured near th em. 'i(,
" They dislike the Malays, and few of th eit· people will venture among
" them. <if .;:. * They are fri endly with the Sibuyuns, but at deadt!!
" j eud witlt thc S erebas an d th ey seemed proud when they tol d me that
"the prahu they were making, was meant for a cruize against those
" enemies." (Journal Sept. 1840. Mundy vol. 1. p. 22 1.

*' '"

We are again told that the prahus of these 8alows,
"
"
"
"

" Are carved about their high stern s, which disting uishes them from
the plain boats of Sukarran and Serebas. They are represented as very
brave, and al'e engagecl ,in ccclse/ess warj a'fc With theit- neighbours, against whom they maintain themselves, though very inferior ill number." (Ibid p, 236.)

By other tribes also whom he meets at this time he is cautioned
against Dyaks,
" 'Who wear small ear'rin gs, for they assort them to be fierce and
" treacherous. The fi ercest and most treacherous are the powerful
" tribes of eerebas."-Ibid p. 202 .)
They are again thus characterised;
" By sea the S ak arrall and Serebas re ckon all they fell ill with as fair
" prize, and aclmowledge no fri ends but in their own watel'S; they

...
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" are faithful to their agreemehts, hospitable, and it is reported kind to
"stran ge rs, but I must not omit that they are held in detestation
"by all other Dyaks, who, to stigmatise them, rem ark when you meet
" a Dyak with many ring~ in his ears trust him not for he is a bad
" man.
.;;. ~, •
The spear and the sword co mprise th eir wea·
" pons; they have no muskets or fire arms, and never lise the Sumpi"tan. ~ <Ii ~
The Serebas are by no means so wm'Uke as the others
" (Indfrom their great dl'ead of .fir8 arms may be kept in sulJection by a
"compamtively small body of JJfalays . The sound of m usketry 01' cannon is
" enolt.qh to put the whole body to jlig ftt, and w/wn they did ?'1m, fully the
., half d isappeal'ed returning to their homes."-(Mundy yol. 1 p . p. 235
236 237 . )
Such is the manner in which the Serebas and Sakarran tribes are
characterized, and their relations with neighbouring clans described by
Brooke himself up to this period, under information drawn for the
most part from Iheir avowed and hereditary enemies.-In a stale of
society like that here presented to view, it would be absurd to construe the vague and general accounts thus received of the SerebJs and
Sakarrans "making prize of all they aleet at sea," into the existence
among them of a system of general pirl.lcy,-a term by the way,
which Brool{e is eomtanlly using to designate incursions by land, as
wcll as altacks at sea, "he is a pirate by land;" and "pirating on
my territory," being c~pressiuns constanlly occurring in his Diary, as
well as in the work of Mr. Low on Sarawak. In fine, we quit the
coast of Borneo with Mr. Brooke in 1.810, without finding him bring
forward any fact to prove that these tribes are pimtes, and still less
that they are jormida;..le; and without discovering any circumstances
in the relative conditions of the Dyak tribes or clans, which has not
been found to .characterise -in some degree the feuds of all barbarous
or savage communities in other parts of the world-hereditary feuds
and long engendered hatreds, only to be appeased by blood, and the
possession of the bloody trophies of successfu! vengeance-though it
would appear that among the Dyaks, the spirit of revenge is allayed
by the payment of the price of blood. Superior enterprise, superior audacity or guile, or the superior numbers, of a tribe, naturally gain for it the ascendancy, until the relentless use of this power, common to savages, and the jealollsly and dread occasioned by it,
surround them with hostile neighbours on cvery side, who will be,sure
so depict their oppressors in the very worst light.
Such must I
think, by' every candid inquirer be pronounced to be the picture presented by Brooke himself, up to the period in question, of the relative
position of the Serebas and Sakarran tribes and Dyaks of Linga, Sibuyou, Balows, and other hostile tribes whom he mentions. What Mr.
Low writes of the Dyak wars confirms this view:" The wars of the sea Dyaks," he says, "are very frequent and more
" bloody than those of the Malays or the land tribes, many of the feuds
" in which the Dyaks of SCl'cbas and Saka1'1'an aTe 11010 engaged are qua 1'-

,,~
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" rels wl,ick at'ose in the time of theil' ancestors nnd the ostensible object in
" carrying on of which now is that the balance of heads may be se~'
" tied ," (Low's Sarnwak p, 213.)

And there is much more to the same effect to be gathered both
from his writings and those of ,Sir James Brooke.

Wlto the pirates were who held the coast of Borneo in terror then
and since, no one knew bettcr than Ihookc himself'. Writing in Dec.
1840 and bewailing the condition of the Dyal(s "ho dwell on the
coast, he says:
.. Now. they are in constant peril of thei r lives, not only from th e
roving Dyaks of th eir own nation, and from th e treache rous Malays,
but also from these terrible pit'ates the IllUnltns and Balananis," and af.
ter ex;>ressing his earnest, and we believe at this period . sinC81'e w i~h to
ameliorate their condition. he thus concludes, "Injustice and tyranny
stalk throughout the land. The Dyaks are slaughtered without mercy,
and the coast may be said to be almost blockaded by the fleets of L a,nun
Pil'a tes."-(Mundy vol. 1. p. p. 195 196 .

It was during his second visit that Brooke had come to an understanding with the Rajah Muda Hassim respecting his accession to th e
government of the Sarawak province; and he proceeds to Singapore
in February 18H to complete his arrangements. He returned in the
fotlowing April; and if he left the coast infested with tlte Illanuns
and Soolor; p'irates, a would appear be found it no less so when
he came back. His Diary of 4th. August says:" On our return we heard of the IlIanun pirates b e ill~ still on the coast;
and frQm that time to this, they have been ravaging :and plundering between
Tanjong Datu, Serhassan and Pontianak. Malays and Chinese have been
carned off' in great numbers; Borneo and Sambas prahus captured ' without end; and so much havoc committed that the whole coasts as fm' as
. the natives are concerned, may be p"onotillced in a state of blockade." (Keppel, vol. 1 p. 223.
No one ought to be surprised to hear a 11 this of the desperate marauders to whom these depredations are attributed. The only remarkable thing is, that in later times, the wide spread devas~ations of
the lIIanuns and Sooloo pirates are wholly lost sight of by Sir James
Brooke. In his despatches to the Foreign Office the ravages of the Sereb as and Sakarran Dyaks quite overshadow every thing else, and he
hastens, nearly the first thing after he re visits Sarawak on his I'eturn
from England, to acquaint Lord Palmerston that he meant to employ
naval foree against these hordes on account of their depredations "in

the immediate vicinity of Sm'awalc " ! 'I;
Sir James Brooke to ViSCOUllt Palmerston, 6th. ~larch 1848.
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But to return. While negotiations are .proceeding, for the cession
of the government of Sarawak, its future Rajah becomes acquainted
with a circumstance which unexpectedly reveals to him the nature of
the connexion existing between his friend the Rajah Muda Hassim and
the tribes of Screbas and Sakarran. This is the actual presencc in
the Sarawak river of a fleet of a hundred Sakarran prahus mixed with
Serebas and Malo Dyaks, and accompanied by some Malays, who had
been admitted into the river, to ascend it for the purpose of invading the weak Dyak tribes of the interior, to slaughter them or make
them captives, for Hie joint benefit of the Rajah Muda himself, his
Pangcl'ans, an,d the actors in this premeditated and atrocious foray .
This Dyak force was stated by themselves to amount to :150 boats, containing 4,000 men; and Brooke's computation of their numerical strength
will not allow a less number than 2,500. He expresses his horror at 1< the very idea of letting loose 2,500 wild devils in thc
interior of the country," and remonstrates agains t such an atrocity with
so much animation and vigour that th~ Rajah Muda Hassim countermands
the expedition, and the Dyak force retires. Had the incursion been
allowed to take place, Brooke reckons that of the captifes made,
" Probably Muda Hassim would have got twenty shal es (women and
" children; ) and these being reckoned at tne low rate of twenty real~
" besides other plunder amounting to one or two hundred reals more,"
makes 400 renls or £ 100 stg. ! And for this wretched consider!! tion
the Rajah Muda Hassim consented to deliver up his own Dyak subj ects
to butchery and pillage ! "Inferior Pangerans would of course partake
likewise " (Keppel vol. 1. p. 21 6 216 p. 223 to 228; and p, 236.
Here we see the well m eaninq Rajah Muda, with all.the Bornean
nobles then in Sarawal!, acting opcnly in concert with the sea Dyaks
of Screbas aod Sakarmn as their allies and confederates; and openly
encouraging them in an undertaking of the most infamous-description,
not in piracy indeed, but in an act still more revolting and horrible.
But if the l{ajah Muda had any pretence for considering the Sakarrans and Serebas as marauders, on whom it was fit and proper to
rctaliate the piratical misdeeds of all their brethren, why does he nc,t
take this opportunity to avenge on them the attack made on his Rajah Panglima's boat, on the celebrated ni:;ht of the 28th. Sept. 1839,
which Brooke told him all about, and which was so fixed in Brooke's
recollection that lte recalled it :10 years afterwards in tlte way we

have. already seen.
Let all this he borne in mind by your readers when they can come
by and bye to witness the part which the Rajah Muda Hassim is
called upon to play ia regard to thesc Sere bas and Sakarran Dyaks
of whom we now see him the patron and eonlederate.
r

A few months after this notable oecurt'cnce Brooke became Rajah of Sarawak, and we ere long find the new Rajah up in arms
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against the "piratical" tribes, as he now finds it convenient to designate
them, of Serebas and Sakarran. He begins, however, with announcing moderate and pacific views to the nci ghbourillg chiefs; and having heard of an incursion of a wandering party of Sakarl'an s fr om
which the land Dyaks have suffered, he says ;
" I propose at first to send letters to Serifi' Sahib of Sdduug , Sc" r iff' Mullcr of Sakarrau, uud Seriff' Jaffe r of Linga, statin g that
" I wish to be on g ood terms with my neighbours , but um deter" mmed to attack any plac e which se nds Dyaks to rob in my co unt ry,
" and tha t I call on them to res trai n th eir subj ects from making incur " sions here, I n case the warning' is neglected I must st rik e oue blow
•. s udder;)ly, as a furth er warnin g ; and keep a good look out at sea to
" to destroy any Dyal' fleet that may be prowlin g outside," \V care tlW Il
t old that " Serifi' S ahib is a g reat fr eeboo ~r and desp ntches his
.• r etainers to attac k the weak tribes here for th e sak e of the slav es. * •
" Serifi' Muller is a brother of S erifi' Sahi b. and li ves at Sakarran, which
.• powerful D yak tri bes a re a lways will ing to be sent by either bro" ther on a fo ra ge fo r heads and slaves. '.';' .;,' Seriff' J airel' iti by no
" means mixe d up with those brothe"s , an d the re is no love los t be" twee n them ." ( Ibid p. p . 263, 264. )
T his, he adds, is the " forei gn Policy."
ShOl't1y aft cl' this we find note of hostil e pl'cparation: " III the everin g I o l'(.l e r~ d a fi ne bo.lt to be prepared for th e w:\r
" with Se rebas and Sakal'l'an which nuw appears inevit'lble ; as it 1';
c, impossible to allow these pimtical t ribes to conti nu e th eir d eprcJa'" h ons, whieh are inco nsistent with sal't: ty, and i l bal' to aU t meta a.Iony
" the coast " (1 8th Janua!')'. I bid 27 1,)
And this is written wilh out any act of piracy on the part of these
trib es, or a single attack on a trading vessel by them, being as yet pa 1'ticularised or even mentioned in Brooke's Journal. But hearken agam:
" ' Ye are in ae ~i ve preparati on to fit out a fl ee t to mee t the pi rati " cal Dya ks, The R ajah Murla has a fin e prahu which I have taken
" in hand to repair, and I have purchased a second, and tIle two witlt

" t!tree 01' JOU1' small canoes wilt be able to cope 7vith a huncb'ed
" clred and fifty Dyak boats." [Ibid p. 273.J

01'

a hun.

Two Sarawak prahus and three 01' four small canoes a match for
a flee t of 150 Dyak boats ! !- Why at this rate it would take aJout
thirty of them to be a match for one of th e ordinary Malay trading
I) rahus which we see in Singapore harbour, almost every onc of which
ca rri es a few muskets. And yet these ar e the pirates that are ,. a
bm' to all tradlJ along tlte coast," th e Illanuns and Balaninis, wh o
were holding it in blockade being now quite forgotten! !! Observe,
too, that all this is written only a few months artel' we have seen
B rooke' s predecessor, the Raj ah Muda fIassim , on terms of friend ship
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and alliance with the Serebas and Sakarrans, and their fleet in his
river! What quarrel had Rajah Muda with his whilome allies that
he should so suddenly take his "fine prahu" out of ordinary to attack them '?
Nev ertheless, no hostilities ellsue; on the contrary we find tbat,
"there arc rumours of (I WC/I' between tR,e S erebas and SakW'ran lJy" ales in eonsequ ence of the form er tribe seizing a Balow wom an on the
" ter:itory of the latter, and refusing' to restore her." (Ibid p. 282)
Seriff Sahib remains quiet and leaves ll~jah Jlroo\{c to boast of his
seizing all the rice and [Jaddi collected by the Suntah Dyaks for his
neighbour tile Seriff's usc, and which was Lhe usual revenue of the
district (Ibid 297.) This is said to be done in virtue of the Rajah
Muoa having wrillen Lo Lhe SeriIT Lo say, that the Sunlah Dyaks "were
110 longer his but Brooke's" !-and lhis enables the laller to boast
that in the dispute about these Dyaks he got the best of it. '" I outman re uvred Se1'ifl Sah ib, " he says, "and wresled the nyaks from
him ," as a tu quoque for the Serifi"s altack on the Sanpro Dyaks '\'ithin the Sarawak territory, (Ibid 312;) all houg h that incursion Look place
some eight or nine months before Brooke became Rajah, that is in
Jany. 1841 (Mundy vol. 1, p. 240.) The pow erful chief is left to
smother the promptings of revenge as he !Jest may, while his complacent antagonists triumph in the success of their rnanceuvres, and Hajah 8rool(e chuckles at the idea of Lhe Seriff being ., content as a
fi end in the infernal regions." (Keppel vol. 1. 314.) Doubtless the
)Jl'oceedings of the new Uajah of Sarawak were unpalatable to Lhe haughty chieftain, whose training had not been eX:Jclly artcr the model upheld by Exeter Hall, and who unfortunately was not aware to what
an eXLent the principles of universal philanthropy, the cause of suffering humanity and so forth, were at the iJoLtom of this invasion of
his rights. But if Seriff Sahib ltad marshalled the tribes of Serebds
and Sukarran, had carried fire and sword inLo Sarawak, had driven
Rajah Brooke from power, and handed his head to the Serebas chief,
who had a basket ready for its reception, what would have been the
judgment of the world on his own history of his proceedings towards that Chief (had his Diary 011 such an event ever seen the light),
but that he had rashly provoked the ven'geance of a powerful neighbour, and perished from his own imprudence!
Peaceful counsels however, perhaps very reluctantly adopted, sway
the Seriff, who believes Brooke "to be backed by tlte whole power' of Itis country,"
(Ibid p.) and remains quiet; as does also his
brother Serlff Muller. Sarawak is not attacl<ed by the S ercbas an .1
Sakal'rans, nor arc they by Sarawal<. A detachment of Dyak boats, thirteen in number, was (April 1842) attacked outside by Mr. Crimble
at the head of some Sarawak prahus aud chased away (Ibid. p.)-but
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what Dyaks they were, and why attacked, does not appear; it seems
enough that they were" prowIingoutside," but not one piratical attack
on, or capture of, a single trading prahu, from Singapore or any where
else, by the Serebas or Sakarran Dyaks is recorded during all i84i
and 1842. There are disturbing rumours; but no other fo es to the
general peace. Rajah Brool(e finds matters, within and without, in so
satisfactory a state that be feels himself at liberty to visit Borneo Propor in July of that year, and returned to Sarawak with the Sultan's
confirmation erf the grant of the territory a nd government of the province. He finds that "matters have been quiet during his absence,"
in spite of insidious rumours being spread to disturb the country, ([bid.
p. 334). On the ist January :1.843 he records his satisfaction with
the existing state of affairs, foreign and domestic: "The Dyaks have
been quiet, sellied and improving ; the Sarawak people wonderfully
contented and industrious," (p. 335.) "At intel'vals a cloud threa tens the st:renity of our political atmosphere but it speedly blows over.
However all is well and safe and so safe that I ltave resolved to
pt'oceed in person to Singapore" (Ibid p. 3311.) On the 20th. of January he write,;:-

" I have now been nearly two years in Sarawak without movin g he., yo nd th e boun dary of my newly adopted country, unless to punish th e
" wild tribes who have made excursions across our frontier."- ( Mundy

\"01, 1. p. 334).
The last that we hear of - the Sel'ebas and S'a-karrans, before the y
are attacked is at this i undure, and ex plains the existing relations bet ween them and Uaj ah Brooke:
" Of the home politics I may here remark that the great object now
" is to get rid of Makota, and afterwards of the R aj ab Muda Hassim ;
" 'W hen tIle latter is gone I dO~tbt not Sadong, Sakarran aud Sm'ebas will be
.. 'insolent, but we can chastise them, and if necessary, I doubt not a
"lengue could be formed of Sarawak, Linga and R~j ang against them,
" offensive and defensive." (20th Jan. Mundy vol. 1 p.336.)

It would appear from this that it is tbe Hajah Muda's presence
in Sarawak wh,ich keeps the peace between that counll'y anci Screhas and Sakarran, but at any ra!e Ihese two _chiefs, Seritf Muller and
Serill' Sahib, have continued quiet; and though Rajah Brooke professes to considcl' their proffers of friendship and amity to be hollow
.Hld insincere, it is certain they have made no hostile movements, accordin g 10 his own account. He leaves matters :n this state at th e
b eginning of i 813, and gets clear of the Sarawak river on th e 91h.
of l i'cb. on his way to Singapore, to return in a few months to his own
p rovincc, and without shewing furth er cause than we have now before
lis to "Cry havoc, and let loose the dogs of war," against the de-
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voted inhabitants of the Serebas and Sakaran countries, and literally.
to bunt to death the chiefs SerifI Sahib and SerifI Muller.

LE'n 'ER IV.

$m,-We have now brought down our examin ation of Brooke's
Journal to the period immediately antecedent to the invasion of the Serebas river, under Captain Keppel; but before that expedition takes
place, and befo re the gallant officer is allowed to reach Sarawak, he has
the good fortu ne to encounter a small detachment of lIIanuns, "that enterprising tribe of pirates of whose daring adventures J had heard
much"-and thus to form some notioll of the actual prowess of these
well known marauders, and of the powel' of their vessels. On his way
over from Singapore in H. M. S. Dido, he falls in with three of their
prahus, at the bottom of a deep bay, on the coast of Borneo, where he
flatters himself, "he has them pinned into a corner," bu t much to his
surprise, they elIect their escape, dexterously manreuvrin g so as to avoid the broadside of the Dido, which had anchored, and sweeping
away with a ve locily which made them,
" Appear frQm thei r swiftness to be fiying, and that, too, f l'O llL under my
very nose," i '
thou gh our thirty two pound shot fell thick about their
" heads, fr equently dashing the spray all over them, not a man flinched from
.. his oar. " (Vol. 2 p. 7.)

~.
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Besides these, the Dido's boats near the island of Murundu, came
upon a fleet of five large prahus, each pulling filty oars, either Balaninis
or IIIanuns, which fled from them, and "led to a very exciting chase
with a running tire kept up on both sides," and, lhe next day, the boats
were attacked by a Ileet of six: war vessels, "which in seven or eight minutes got ten men killed and twenty wounded," before the largest prahu struck; while the others made for the shore "keepiug up a fire to
the last." Again; the "Jolly Bachelor" armed with a brass six pounder,
and manned with 2i men officers, seamen 4It Marines, from the Dido, is attacked at night by two lIIanun prahus, which, in the face of a hot fire
of grape and musketry, attempted to board, and it was only wben one
prahu had been disa bled that the other took to Oight, the captured prabu exhibIting a frightful scene of carnage : " At the bottom of the prahu in which there was about three feet of blood
"and water, were seen protruding the mangled remains of eighteen or
.. twenty b.>dies." (Ibid p. 21.)
This afforded convincing enough proof of the quality of the real pirates of the Archipelago and justly enough does Brooke remark, <I this
-MU have shewn Keppel the frightful state of the coast and tbe necessity
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of active measures."
Active measw'es against wllOm? Against
these daring llIanuns of whom th e Dido's people have already had slich
e,,[)erience, and .\ who g-o out in large fleets every year to look for trading prahus hound to Singapore and the Stl'aits"?-Against these H terrible pirates" who had been plundering along the coast of Horneo, north
and south, and keeping It "in a state of blockade" ?-Against pirates
who traverse the seas in prahus "the armameut of each of which is one
or two six pounders in the bows, one foul' pounder stern chaser j and a
number of swivels, besides muskets, spears and swords j" and" who seem
to have few fears of lhe Dutch or English men-of-war being able to
take them"?-Is it against these pirates, of whom Brooke has said that
the "misery and devastation they mUict upon the rest of t he Archipelago are well known," that active meaSltreS required to be pursued ?
No: by no means! These truly formidable mar auders are to be Jeft to
continue their ravages on the coast, unheeded and unchecked, so far as
the operations of H, M. S. Dido arc concerned; and Captain Keppel's
attention is adroitly, and by a politic man reuvre, diverted from them to
lithe dangerous tribes," in the immediate vicinity of Sarawak, who navigate their rivers and the adjacent coast in prahus fastened together with
rattans, without sail.s, and propelled by paddles, which are manned by
crews who not only do not use fire arms, but whom the very sound of
a gun dismays-against these tribes, as tlw pirates principally con-

cerned in tlte interruption of the trade between Singap01'e and
Borneo, is Captain Keppel's attention most cun ningly, and most unjustifiably directed. In what manner I shall now proceed to shew.
Captain l\eppcl has anchored the Dido ofT Sarawak (i6 or i 7th
May i843); and a few days afterwards he received a letter, in the Malayan language, from the Hajah Muda Hassim:"This is to inform you that th ere are certain gl'eat ph'ates of the peo"pIe of Sel'ebas and Sakarran in our neighbo u rhood, seizing goods
" and mHrdering people on the high s~as. They ha\'e more .than th~'ee
" hundred war prahus, and extend theil' ravages ~ven to BanJarmassllJ ;
" they are not subje.ct to the gove~'nm e nt of Brulll. (Borneo); they tak e
" much phlOder f!'Om vessels tradlOg between ~mg~pore ~~d the good
" people of our country. It would be a gl:eat. service If olll:,fnend 1V0uld
" adopt measures to put an end to these piratical outrages.
The following is the reply : " Captain Keppel begs to acknowledge the receipt of the Rajah Mucla
" Hassim's letter, represen ting that the Dyaks of Serebas and ~akarran
"are th e pirates who infest the coast of Bor nco, and do matel'lal dam " age to the trade of Singapore. Captain Keppel wiII take speedy mea"sures to suppress these and all othel' pirates, and feels .confident t~at
" H er Britannic Majesty will be glad to learn that the Rajah Muda Has,. sim is ready to cooperate in so laudable an uuder taki ng."

It will be seen that Captain l\cppcl here understands the Raj'lh Mu-

(

i7

)

da Hassim to represent that the Dyaks o( Sen bas and Sakarran as "l'HE
pirates who inCest the coast of Borneo, &:c." and the expression may,
perhaps, be received as significam of the pains which must have been taken at the time to imbue him with impressIOns of their Cormidable piratical character. He says: "This inJor'mation (!) about the pirates
gave me good ground to make a begining,"-and the invasion of the
Serebas river is forthwith detcrmined on. (Keppel vol. 2. p. 29.)
But who at all acquainted with the Malay character will for a moment regard the letter of the Rajah Muda Hassim as a spontaneous
and self-suggested act of his own? The whole affair must indeed be
pronounced a mere mockery-a farce-·and it will not be difficult to
demonstrate the worse than absurdity of the Hajah Muda coming forward at this juncture to denounce the Serebas and Sakarrans as pi-

- ,.ates.
The nature of that man's relations and connexion with these tribes
bas been distinctly shown on three different occasions, in what I ha~' e :
alrcady laid before your readers out of Brooke's own journals. On
the first occasion he represents himself to Brooke as at war with
Serebas. On the second, we find that he had been sending an ambassador, Pangeran Jedut, to their country, to ~olicit their assistance,
in the war against his own rebel subjects. On the third a lid more
memorable occasion, we 'behold him as the patron and confederate of
the self same Serebas and Sakarrans, with their fleet in the Sara wak
river, not to be called to account for their allack on his boat on the
celebrated night of 28th Sept. 1839, but to be hound ed on to the
destruction of the Hill tribes of Dyaks, his own subjects!
Captain Keppel at the time of his receiving the letter must have
been acquainted with this visit of the Serebas and Sakarran fleet to
l'arawak; but it would appear that he had been taught that the prime
mover and planner in the tra nsaction was the "Serpcnt" IIlakotafor be says;
" He it was that gave the Sakai-ran pirates permission to ascend th e
.. river for the purpose of attacking the comparatively defenc eless lljOUn.. lain Dyaks."
But this attempt to shift the burden of that shameful transaction from
the shoulders of Muda I-1assim, in order to make his antecedent connelion with these Dyaks consist with his professions in the leUer to
to ' (;aptain Keppel, will not avail. The language in which Brooke marks
Muda Hassim's participatIOn in that proceeding, admits but of one construction. He remarks, in allusion to the presence of the Dyak fleet in .
tbe river j
" Tllat any man besides the R ajah him self could have been bold enough ·
"to grant permission [for the fleet to enter] I knew J1'om experience was
.. impossible . .. " Muda Hassim m 'ust have given his consent, mU$t

...
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"'have lleeRl It partiei,ato. in. tbisllbocity. nQbody ~mg, cU'p6rll4 efiIOug..i.
" to,(/q, .4 ,"," II 'king, mtlwmt .Au 01'~5. In fact they dare oot; 1JI\0'll6 :up t}"e,
" l;'i1l'l' tA"rut4lvf& ~,tAout leaw , mU,eh leJli iel\d up ~h~ :Uy a~s. h i~ a
•. fear€lll t'I" W:Q in thi.3 pover.nm~~ newly d~velop.ed since the cloae ot' \he
" war." (Keppel vol. 1 p. p. ~16 and 228.)
the Rajah )Iud~ t1assi.~, the.~efore stan.ds branded' as the patron
and confederate o( the Sere bits (lrJd Sakarr an.s tn their ' iricurslOns. (or
slaves' and beads~ ou evideJl.ce far mors coovi'ncing tban any possessed
by: the llajah BrOQke. as tQ tbe, complicity of l"erifi" Sabib in similar
un4ertakiogs. It tN.ly he urged, bowever, tbat Milda Hassim might
em1?lb'tl the Se.••baa aud Sakarrans tQ fQrllge, for heads and sla,ves, the
slaves. (or him,tOO bea.dS for them" but still migbtwish to punish them
for being pirates !-To this it would only be necessary to reply thaf it
had never been shewn that Muda Hassim had cause to cOllsider them a
pirate$; a.nd that it was nQt uotil after Brooke became Rajab of
Sariwalc', that he was moved tQ put his ., fine prabtI " iNto a state
of repair (Qr tbeir annoyance.
Jut r am nat' yet done with this nota ble letfer of fbe Rajah' Mnd. fo Captain leppeJ. In tbe " D'epositroD' ot Sir James 1Jrooie' .~
of i¥'bil:h -I ha.ve already eihihi\ed one specimen,~tlrat letter is- inserted~ wit1\ the folJowing voucher or tbe vaJue and importance of itS
cQntel1l's: 11z." ']?'h'e follo.wing is a translation of a letter from the Raj. h MlJfla aas" ~i~ ,uncle tQ the Sultan of EOtltleo, aOlll, empowet1ed QJf ~he ISult$ll\ to
"pacify thai caaat, Qf Borneo ) to C",ptain the Honpraolt) HE)nry K~ppeJ.
" then in command of H. M. S. Dido, to the general correctness of
" which ~eponent caQ tllflti:{y~ whiCQ will afford proof of the cha.raeter
.. ef the Eierebaa anll SakarraJ;\J tribes." [ then foIleWIl the letter in the

affld'a"h.
Wbim Sir lames Brooke thus attempts to tonned (be Rajah . . .
Hassim's residence in Sarawak witb a delegated power bom the S~
filiI!' 44 tijI pacill' the oeasl ~ Bomeo" 'With "ejef'enu IQ, piracy,he
odly res~rts t'& a dieingetiU&IJIS aniOel1Ie. gai.. er~i~ fol' the facl~ ,,~d>
profeuions contained in the letter to Captain Keppel. 10 his Sarawak diary for i839 he tells us tbat,

• "S",,,wak il but, 81\ oc,casione<l rellidence of tbe Rajah Mud'a Has.
aim., !KId ~.. i" ·no.w MIIWW~. ~ a r~~ellion in t'lts interz"o1:"
-

fl.

wlliQb,. with Brook~Ts assistarice hi! soc,C.l!5SfUlfy
(oUowiQg year. DrQakl,l, knew {ull well, and' Jills
Diary througbout sbews, that tbe powe rs 'under which Mud~ Wis"
aim exercised rule over Sarawak, bad notbing wbatever to 11'0 with
Tbe

rebeJli~

IIQp..-ea.s1\d ill '"

die ~Pre~iM -6f Ilid Ie' cattedI pirtle"!! of

We Dyaks" ao4 \to pos-

~e5beit Jftcolltestabfe eVldenoe tbat Mad It IIassim'Si gOHllhlDellt

disgraced' (to "is eyes' at

le~t,

ha4 ~

edttca 1f1y no' in flu! Swhtntl8~ 117
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In iolamous league w~lb l~ Sikarrilli lor the ,.invasion of lhe biU
tribes of bis /lwn pr.ovince! Unlier these .circumstances Ihe politic llaJab. Brooke might allow Muda Uassim's leller to ,have its Cull ioflueO!;e Pf.eJ' Captain Keppel, as a stro~e levelled against bis lfopblesome
neig"bou/lsof Serebas,-but, did it become Sir James Bro.oke, jiS
a ll~h PJl~lic servant. of tbe Britisb Crown, with the knowledge hll
mg,t have pcusessed of ltow tkat letter ori,qinat'lfi 10 veriff itbyb Is
own oalh, as Ihe testimony of a person competent from :bi. p.osil.iPIl,
as Ihe Sultan's delegated pacificator of tbe coast, 10 establish the facts
it Ild"an~8 ?-Ob fie.! !
but sucb are Ihe miserable shifts tblll must be resorted to in ordet 10 ~et up a case against the Serebas and S"karran Dyaks! ADd
will it be believed that in this deposition the sole and only facts
boougbt f~rward as proofs of the piratical habits of these tribes, before Kep,pel's invasion of their rivers in June i813, are the ,c.elebra ted [ligbt attack of the 28 Sept. 2839, and the Rajah Muda Hassim's Jetter tc) Captain Keppel ! !! And tben, half a dozen years afI.er that event, the mere fact of Captain Keppel's invasion is brollJht
forward as a proof that tbey were pirates; and adduce.d in justification
of ,tbe massacre of the 3ist. July i84:9.! ! : Never was there seeD
such a prllgnant illustration of the force of the vulgar but expre$sive
proYerh, " Give a ~og an ill name and hang him."
811t 1 hasten to some of the details of the first expediti9n against
tbe Draks. The Dido's boats have almost bad to light their tv iiy Jo
Sarawak through squa4rons 9£ tbe IIIanuns and Balaninis on tbe hi~b
seas, but other game has been marked down, and the prey lies up ,the
~r'»AS river.
~lIplain Keppel's preparations Were not carried oil without tIdings

of the illtended eltpedition being spread abroad, and the Dyaks of Sc'[ell"s had c.aught the alarm. Their H bird of ill omen" could 'not
' YI' been silent over the tempest which was to burst upon tbem froill
. rJw.alL ; and they were b~lSy with their preparations for deftlnce.
'llll~ adjo.inini SeritTs" says 'Captain Keppel " bad in the utmpsl
- !)Jllll'o:a, " U ,sent me assurances of their future gooll intentions." From
eril'f Sa":" csme there invitations to him and to Brooke (who had t'iV'ice
efore been his guest,)
To partake of a feast in their way to the Setebas rivers, lInd this
accompanied with a present of a couple of handsome 8pe~i'8 and. a
'I!pr,!!up,i,ne; ana also an oWe.r to give up the womell and children ~e
-lid, wito the assistance pf the Sa~~rrans, captur,ed from the poor Sow
, Dyaks up the Sa1'awak." II All of ~hem " continues Capt.ain i.{eppel"
iI~ powerful Serifi' Muller, and SeriW Sahib" through fear at the m~
.' "lit Alent me 8,ubmisii¥e messages; but tl•.ejr time !J,qd not Y 4( tome (1),R lIqs words! ] and we; proceededlowards the Serebas." t1bid VQI. 2.
'44.)
'II
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Why were these overtures rejected? Why were not these chiefs
even listened to by Capt. Keppel'? It W1S not inconsistent with the general instrnctions from the Admiralty; it was not inconsistent with hi~
duty as a Bl'itish Mval commander, to give them audience, nor would it
have heen agllinst his orders, had he treated with them for the discontinuance of their alleged malpractices, accepted their pledges, nnd let them
alone j at least until time and events had proved their sincerity or borne
witness to their misdeeds.
It assuredly was not through fear at tlte moment, that they made
these professions to Captain Keppel j bec1.Use ever since Brooke had been
R:ljah, they had continued quiet; and the gallant officer himself bears
testimony to the long continued peace Sarawak had enjoyed; for he
says, just before setting out on this expedition ; "The Oyaks have enjoy ed peace so long, that the whole country is in a state of cultivation ."
(Vol.2 p. 4:0). But tltei1' doom had been seated. The preparations
were completed, and the Sarawak 'fieet dashed up the Serehas river ,
consisting of the pinnace, two cutters, and gig of the Dido, with the Jolly Bachelor contributed by Rajah Brooke, armed with a long six poun der, and manned with thirty of the Oid'l's crew j bcsirles a nativll
force of about a thousand men. The latter, in arldition to the Sarawak
prahus, included the Dyak tribes of Lundu, Sow, and SlIIge, "all eager for heads and plunder" along with the Linga Oyaks under Sherin
Jaffer, which alone wcre between cight and nine hundred strong; al
coming to their assistance; "or m01'e likely," as Captain Keppel says

.( to see!. for plunder and the heads of thei1' enemies, witA wlwlI
they had been many years at war." [Vol. 2 p.45.\
Their prinripal town, Paddi, was carried by assault on the Hth. ,June ,
the inhabitants, panic struck, fiying into the jungle withoutfiri/i:J a
sltot, and with such hastc that the Dido's leading men "could scarce
even get' a snap shot at the rascals as they went"! And on that even ill!
"the country was illuminated for miles by the burning of the capital
Paddi, and the adjacent villages, at which work and plundering, our na
livc a\lies were most expert." (p. 53.) Arter this "lesson" the chiefs
of Paddi, were most submissive, ' and received. a lecture from Rajah Brookr
I:especting their 4( piratical" misdeeds, to the force of which they bo \'
cd in all penitence and humility!
Sheriff Jaffer, with his 800 auxiliary" savages" had meantime not
been idle;.. Round the still smoking- ruins of the once picturesque t.own of Paclcll
the country had been laid waste, All had been desolated together w ith thoj,
extensi'oe winter stores of 1'ice.

It was a melanelioly sight."

The town and forts of Pakoo shared the same fate on the 14t h
the "pirates" of this place alio "fiying panic .struck, witlwut firing (
sltot, on our first discharge"!
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.. The same work of destrnction was carried on ; bnt the town wns
"larg-er than at Paddi, and night coming on, the conflagration ltad a fin er
effect!"

The chiefs here were of course equally submissive and penitent with
tholie of Paddi.
The ned point of attack was Hembns,

which was carried on the

:L 7th. Sheriff Jaffer's division of Oyaks received orders to
" Creep stealthily to the rear of the town and make tlteir assault ,allen they
" "eard t"e fint shot."

But on the first discharge,-as at Paddi and Pakoo,.. Th ey fl ed in all directions. without p,'ovoki"g ,,. by fi"jng a s1, ot, alW R fOllnd the g uns loader!;
this Rembas was by fa,' the largest '
" alld stro ng,est pl ace we had assllulted" • • "After we had clest,'o,1/cd Ct'e" ry t!ting, we recei ved a fing of truoe, when similar e xplan f\ ti o n~ all d pro .. mises were mad e aR at Paddi nnd Pakoo; and " ere ended fo r the p,'esent
" tho ugh

" the wa/'Ukc part of ou,' expedition,"

The native rollowers had now permission to depart to their homes

"lOhiclt they did loaded

wit/~ plunder." (p, p.

60, 61.)

Here, I should say, ended a pl'edato1'Y expedition or the Sarawak
forces, aided by their English allies, against the:inhaiJitants of a country
where an European face had never before been seen,-thollsands of whom
had never even seen an European vessel of any descrilJtion, and many
hundreds of whom had probably never seen the sea in th eir lives-ill.
volving entire communities in misery and ruin on pretence of crimes of
which there was not then, and is not now, as much evidence hefore
the public as Capt. Keppel would /log the meanest of his ship's boys on;
:HId for which, if they could have been established at all, their rulers
were tlte accountable p arties-leaving the habitations of 6,000 Dyaks and 500 Malays, at which their force of.figMing men was reckoned, burned to the ground and their families driven into the jUligle for
shelter, and to seek for food where they might find it; fOl' all thei r
stores of provisions had been destroyed or carried otT, and their fruit trees
cut down,-an extremity of cruelty and barbari.y of which , H~jah
Brool<e shall himself show the extent:"The utter destruction of a village or town" he ,~ays " is notM;"" to the
"infliction of clltting down the f ruit t,'ees ; the forlll er can be r ebuilt with its
,. rude and renay materials in n few weeks; but the lutter, from which the
.. principal subsistence of the natives is gath ered, cannot ue suddenly res" tored, and tllen they are ,'ed-uced to starveltion " , ! ! !
And this is the man who is sutTered to prate ahout his humanity,
whose pharasaical cant has charmed the ears of a sympathising public,
and whose philanthropic zeal has been commended to ,the skies! Awa y
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with such stuff-let the man be judged by his actions, and 1I0tb! so-

liloquies out of his Diary, written with ,the hope and wish of ,being read by as extensive an audience as any that are spoken to on the

stag~.

Cilptain Keppel , says that ,tbe destructil)n , ~f tbe, Serebas tOWRS cretlted the utmost astonishment among the natives, and that the Dyaks 'dr!- clared that Brooke had "charmed the river." It was not the river that
was under 'a ' cltarm, <bOt C<wtain Keppel himself. The ardent ttemperament ascribed, to him had been kiildled 'inlo a sort ,of enthUsiasm
regardmg Brooke, of whose motives and views he appears to have at
this time formed the most exalted conceptions, and the romance of _
whose position as the English Rajah of a Bornean country had captivated
his imagination,· and mastered his judgment. He could not without50me
such delusion, under the influence of which he continued too long, have
headed expeditions such as those which he has himself recorded. '"
The Saka~ran river was to have been the next scene of similar '1lperations. but, the Serebas expedition over, Captain Keppel (ound orders
for the recall of the Dido to China, and the fate of the Sakarrans
was postponed for a time.
This abrupt summons of the Dido from the coast of Borneo.
leaves Rajah Brooke to his meditations and llis Diary; and on the ist 01'
July, six days after her dellarture, we find him writing as follows: viz.
" I have lately received much loelll inforAlation regarding piracy
"anel find that in many places where the inhabitant' themselves are not
_. addicted to tlw,t crjme, that ,encouragement i s lIe~erthelesB. givIOn to,
u reg,ular pirates to viait them periodio.aUf_
" The chiefs of rivers who encoura,g.e piracy, ser\"e t CI foster it in are·.
" mSTkable· degree. Of these Selift' Sahib of Sndong is certainly the,
.. worst, and '1 am now convinoed that Dyak piracy lOust be suppress".ad by a blow struck at hi-no 'T he mischiefs and evils perpetrated
" by this ma11 hav,e been very ~t 'j he \Vas tRe pllUlner, tbtl mOHr,
" ,t he sharer of the plunder of 'aU the rexpectitionl agaiMt tae, un·
" :happy Hill Dyake." <Mundy 1'01, 1. p. 351.

Tbis appears to mark the nature o.f ,the SerilJ'& ~nexion with piracy-he is charged with encoura.ging it, and >with the chief par• Csptilin Keppel eays that two yoars before thi8 eltpedition, the Bereblls chiefS
had be(,n warne.d .. .that the British nation would no longer allow the native tr,ade
between the adjacent islands and Singapore to be plundered, &c , &c," Warned by
whnm? What British authority was there on the COII'St of iJ3orneo in 1641 competent to speak in the name oUhe British nation P This mUI t be mis-stat ement filL
into Captain Keppel's mouth, It was just about two years ,~~fore tllis expedi.
tion that the Serehes and Sakarrlln fleet had been scen in the 'Sarawllk River ilL
league with the Rajah Muda Hassim 1. What are the .. adjacent islands" be
tw~u whiAil aDd Siug~po~e i.t is alleged ~e tracj,e had b~en cut {l/f by t,he Dyake ? When was a JJyak prahu ever seen outside the Natunas? and bad npt
Captain Keppel 'OD hi' way ' ov.er from t\ingapore Been and foug\lit ,With tho piratu whicb I~terl\upted ,t he trade wi\~Sin,gnpore .

r ,'
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eipetMn in such in\l~iom 'of tlie J1i1l It'lhea at has ' been shewn t<Y have
baen al feature oB tile Rajah Mutta Hassim's own government of Sarawak!
It is no' untlll exacUr one year after tbis that we find tho , R~jah
Brooke reviewing the polie)' of the, nei8hbOl,lring rivers, he· haying in
the inler"a' (4isitetllt'lln', Singapore~ Pinan" and Achee"" and· returned
to Sara wale in May :1SU, In ~fJ meanwhil'c Sorilf Sahib, iii mue"
alarm at what had occured on the Serebas, had withdrawn to> Ih~ S..
hrran country, and fOltified himself at Patusen on the 8atang Lupar, rurnour ascribing to him such menacing intentions that Rajah
Brooke on his arrival in his own province, found his capital in much
alarm "aoa he senti to, Seriff, Sahib- to' inform. him Iha~ ber should
sulfer for his ternerity ."-(Keppel vol. 2, p. 81) and so he does su.IJe'r..
The Diary under date ist July 18H, contains Ihe following further
Ilotice of that chief and his brother.
'~ Seriff Muller, the elder brother of Seriff Sahib, is the self constitutecl
" chie( of S !} ~fl.l'fan, alld with about a hnnd(ed and fifty Malays has Ais
.. settlement at the junction ( of the Sakarran anq Batang Ltlpar ); bllt

.. he had littl(! control over the S akarran Dyaks, toas ohliged to wink at tlleir
.. piracies, aud the Mal'aY R with him encouraged and accdmpanied thelh

.. on theIr predatory excursions, Seriff Muller from his interrority of for ce
.. wa3 8~s'ervUnt to hl8 b,JotliM- Seliff; and the' Dyaks of Sakarran loc-I\:.. edl up to the latter as their chief, as Jor.g a.. he encouraged them and
.. par~icipated in llleir profits "-€Mundy vol. 1. p. 363,)
This is penned witbio onl>;a few weeks before the town and residem:e
o£ Ser:ilf Muller~....,wbo is here represented as the tool of his more powerful Brother,and compelled to wink at alleged piracies which he cannot con trout-are sacked and burned, aoo himself d,j,ven forth ialo
the jungle, where he shortly afterwards perishes ! !
On the 24th of Jul'y, bei9i, now in daily expectation of the return ,
of H. M. S. Dido to Sarawak; he thus ' exults in the near prospect of
the accomptishmeot of bis plans : . ~ With! th&neiShbo1.lring rivels our g.'(and ,huggl'e is approaehing, altd
.. I am rejoiced tbat it 1880, for it will at once bring about what other.. \Vise, migh1! }save cost U8 years to' effect, l'i71. the r~moval of aU the
.. bad and pestilent Rajahs and thllir followers, and the tBtabliahmBnt of
.. Sara.wq,k, injtuence and rule over all tM contig/WW m el's." • • .. Henen
•• help ~b.e ri!J.~t,"-wbich !pellns. I suppose, God send Oaptain Keppel,
aeon ~oli. ~ill !'
,
,

Who-cap now doubt .at the r_ queslior! al issue bet wllell,'Rajah Brooke
and' the neighbouring chiefs '"' one
POWqr; and tbat lhe eool'ge'
er piracy. was thll stalking, h'orse behind which he 80ugbt to at'f~ifl '
"the 8slablisbllte1)t 0(, Sarawak innoenco and rule ' over all tbe, neighbouripS ri\lors,n_1 poliC1 whicb a 'system o£intorL~ibal war, and .... .

0'

( 24: )
general bad name of the coasts of Borneo from ' marauders of whon
Keppel had such c"per;ence on his way to Sarawak, render ed so specious
and easy!
As to the process which Rajah Brooke purports when he talks of th e

removal of his rivals, I apprehend the sense in which Shakspeare's Jag ()
uses the word will best explain his meaning. To appease Roderigo's jealous fears of Cassio, Jago suggests that no plan can be "so determinate as tho removing of him"
" Rod. How do you mean "omoving him."
"Iago. Why by knocking out his brains ."
A "mode of operation '! quite consistent with the policy pursued by
Rajah Brooke,

LETTER

V.

SIR-Rajah Brooke's wishes were gratified to their utmost exten t
by the re~ppearance of H. M. S. Dido at Sar-3wak on the :lst of August, accompanied by the H. C. Steamer Phlegethon. and operations
were fort with commenced against the Sakarrans,-the farce of a second lelter from Muda Hassim denouncing them as "pirates by sea
and by land," not being wanting on the occasion j and a previous
communication from Brooke himself had described the state of affairs
as foll ows : . , The case stanch thus :-Serilf Sahib quite frightened at Sadong since
" last year, enraged likewise at his loss o f power and his incapability
.. of doing mischief, collected all the Sakarran Dyaks, and w;:s joined by
" many of the Dyaks of Sel'el.ms, alld some Balow,.. He likewi se had ,
"good many Malays . and bullied everyone in his vicinity. This fore
"met at the entrance of the Sadong Delta, and committed depredation '
" They were not less than 200 Dyak boats, and some 15 or 20 armed Ma
"lay prahus besides others."-vol. 2 p. 81.)
No wonder that Serilf Sahib was both fright~ned ar:ld angry, and
it will not perhaps be out of place to introduce here Rajah Brooke's
own account of the character and resources of this powerful chief; viz.
"His name and descent are Arabic; his father, an Arab, having mar"ried a daughter of the Borneo Hajah . The Malays evidently hono r
" his descent, and consider his birth very high. His power, they say,
" equals his family, as he is, in some measure, independent, and were lie to
" instigate tlte Sadong count'r y to take arms against Bomeo, it is v'C ry pro"babie he would overthrow tlte Govemment and make himself Sultan qf Bor "neo. In person this noble partakes much of his father's race both in
" height anu features, being tall and large, ~ith. a fine nose a~d co~tol1 r
" of face. His manners are reserved and kmd; he looks as ' If too mdo'~lent to care much about acquiring power, too fat for an active traitor,.
" thouO'h a d'lnge,'ous man to oppress. Wewe"e the first: Europeans' lie lIad
" ever ~een; and on this our second visit he lost much of his previous re'
"sel've, and was curious in examining our arms and accoutrements."
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The chief thus described, at the head of three hundred war prahus,
and able to muster more than 8,000 fighting men within the
territories which acknowledged his sway was, of course, fully competent to maintain the relations of peace and war, and was no mere
pirate:
" But ill the meanwhile he had bee n joi ned by Makot.a, who was
" his principal ad viser, and in whose house the cOLlncils of war were ge" nerally held" (p. 87.)
And this alliance is a feature of the war deserving of special attention, wilh reference to the character and position of rhis new actor in the" piratical" confedl·acy. The Pangerarl Makota, was a relative of Muda Hassim, and the ruler of Sarawak in his absence; he
is allowed by Brooke to be a man of much ability, and well acquainted with English and Uutch affairs for a n;ltive, though denounced as
a juggling intriguer, when he came to manifest his aversion to Brool(e's
supremacy as Rajah of Sarawak. "He was determined at all bazanl" says Brooke "to drive me from the country ;" but like SCI'iff
Sahib he was" O !tt '1nanClJuvred" an ti com pelled to give in. Can
it, however, be supposed that this Makota, wh o well knew what p i1'acy was, and holY pirates were dealt with, who is one of the chief
nobles of Bomeo, and as I now hear, the Sultan's most confidential
mtrlister, would have allic!j hjrlMelf to the cause of Seriff Sahib, in
opposition to Sarawak and an English naval COl'ce, had it been that
of a mere pirate? No: l\iakota no doubt thought it quite as lawful
for him to unite with Seriff Sahib, as for Muda Hassim to side with
the alien rajah of Sarawak, whom it had all along been his policy
to expel, in a war which all the natives saw only ill one light, namely, a war for the supremacy of Sarawak over the neighbouring rivers.
Makotu's alliance, however', proved no JEgis to Seriff Sahib whose
principal town and stronghold Palusen, on the Batang Lupar, was
stormed, sacked, and burnt, on the 7th of August, by the expedition
under Captain I{eppel, wtth the loss of one European seaman killed,
and two wounded. Another town of the Serifl"s situated up a tributarY
branch (the Grahn) of the same river, was immediately afterwards assaulted and carried, the natives decamping, without firing a shot, and here they
found the chicf's residence and "all his curious and extensive ward~
robe." Returning to Patusen, the invading forc e . "destroyed every
boat and sampan, as wcll as every hOllse and hut'~ and the results
of this preliminary operation are thus summed up:" The habitations of 5,000 p i-ratas had been burnt to the ground, four strong
" forts destt'oyed, tog'ether with several hundred boats, upwards of sixty
"brass 'e,\nnOllS captured, besides vast quantities of other arms and am"munition. and the powerful Serifi'Sahib the g'l'eat pirate -patron, f or the
,. last twenty yea/'s [ !.J ! ]ruined past recovery "-(Ibid p. p, 90; 91; 92; 93,
On the Dndop, another tributary of the Balang tupar, some miles
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above Patusen, stood the village and residence of SerifT Muller, which
~as the next point of attack; for says Captain l{eppel,
" I deemed it advisable before pl'oceeding to the puni sh,nent of
"the Sakarrans TG DESTROY TI-IE POWER AND INFLUENCE Oll' SE.
" RfFF MULLEU"! That chief's .. devoted tOlVn" was accordingly
entered: "With the exception of his own house, 1'l'om which some
" 3ight or nine Malays were endeavouring to move his e{f~ ct s , the whole
" place wa~ deserted. They 1lIade 1W jiJht and an holt!' ajt9!'lDa1'ds the town
" had been plundered, and burnt.
The only lives lo~t were a few un1'ortll ,. nates ' who happened to come within range of Ollr musketry, in thei!'
" exertions to save som e oj tlMir master's p roperty: ,. (p. 99) the Serifi'
himself being so hotly pursued that he was compelled to swim for his life,
and hide himself in the jungle, Makota having it is said, retreated
along with him. (p. 103 and 104.)

And now says Captain Keppel: "Having driven away ancl destroyed
" the strongholds of the two principal instigators and abettors (viz. Se.
" riff Sahib and Seriff Muller) of all the piracies committed on the
" coast of Borneo and elsewhel'e, it now remained fol' us to punish, as
c. fa~ as in OUI' powel' ItlY, THE PIRATIlS THEMSELVES, the Sakarmns 'beinp
" the qnly ones now remaining who had not received convincing prools
"that their brutal and inhuman trade would no longel' be allowed" ! !
(vol. 2 p. 106.)

I really find it difficult to deal with this unparalJed avowal. Caplain Keppel has just told us that , at Patusen alone he had burned
to the ground the habitations of 5,000 11 lR.-\''rIt:s, and destroyed all
their property and provis.ions, the same s.weeping process of destruction being pursued on Lbe Grahn and Undop; and here bis readers
are coolly informed tbat all this slaying, burning, and plundering has
been carried on aga.inst people wl~o are not ,pirates at all, bu t
wbo have the misfortune to live under the rule of chiefs against whom
there was a yague charge of abetting piracy; and one of wbom, Seriff Muller, we. are distinctly told by. Brooke himself, "had little COlltroul over tbe Dyaks, and ,was obliged to wink at tbeir piracies ;"yet all are involved in one. common destruction, am.I no distinction is for one
moment atte.mpte(i to be made betwe.en them and tbose wbo arecalled
" THK PlRA'rES THKMSJ!lLVES," ! ! ! Shame on Rajah. 8rooke'spolicy !
Most of your local readers know, and tbe authorities past and p resent of tbis Settlement know still better, tht\t not many years ago there
was scarcely a petty Malay , State on the CQasts and islands adjacent
to. Singapore., of which the chiefr. did not labour under the. same charge
of abetting and encouraging pi.racy; and no doubt wha.tever was en·
tertained th~t several of them secretly derived advantage from the systemati~ act~ of spoliation corpmitted by their subjects, and by the sub.jects of, o,ther states. But look at the humane and considerate policy
purs,ued ~ith I'espect to th.ell\ in i83~, after a quarter of a century
of compla~n.t a~d . irritation on tbe pa~1 of the inhabitants of tl1.e Stra;ts
settlement! The. journal.s of tbe period sbew tbat Governor Donham made a progress as' Commissioner among these States, on board
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of H. M. S. Andromache, and visited every suspected place; and
although he found in more places than one undoubted evidence of the
connivance of the chiefs at piratical undertakings, as well by their being in possession of captives taken by pirates, as by other no less convincing proofs, that excellent public functionary consider ed the weakness and long subsisting irregularity of the governments of these Malay States, an(1 resorted to no measures of violence even aga inst the
chiefs, much less to indiscriminate retaliation against a whole population. Pledges were taken from the chiefs, emphatic warnings given,
and the pirates were destt'oyed at sea; the well known pirate-nest at
G~lIang,which had no acknowledged chief, being the only place attacked by the squadron then so successfully acting in these seas. This
policy has been productive of the best effects, and I believe that there
has since scarcely ' heen an instance of a l\falay pirate prahll being seell
in the Straits of Malacca-the chiefs have ceased to encourag'e piracy among their subjects, and I, and al\ you other local read~rs, know
well where to point to an eminent instanc'e of the wise a'lui considerate course pursued by Governor Butterworth in the same n ispect.
What a contl'ast does all this afford to tne infernal system ,,,hlerl' Ra:jah Brooke so soon adopted for his model, and which" hi s beeh unrelentIngly but !I'uitlessly pursued und'cr aggravated horrol's, U!"r(il
it has led to a butchery \~ith"ut parallel i'n ou'r annals'.
But ret me not anticipate. The Sakarran river was at last in'vaded, ",' the pirates themseloes" attacked';' the elipedition procee-ding
up a stream of which for a considerable exten't,
" The banks had been a continued garden, with sugar-cane plantaand banana trees in abundance." (p. II 0.)

"tion~

There was a good dc'alof tumulluary fighting witli the' Dyaks, and witll
considerable loss to the invading force, although these "pil1ates themselves" had onlv a few tire arms which they' could not use, and discharged spears ~nd stones at the boats (p. HZ). 'fheir capital , Rarrangan was burned, and, "no further resistance being offered " the
expedition with&ew.-T~e r~inga (iver' Wa's ' afferwar'd's tan ~a'~ !,ed fot
SerifT Sahib, to whom' nafah Brooke had interdicted food and' sHeI~er among the neighbouring Dyaks, and who was so hard pressed that;

.. He

threw away his sword and left behind him a child 'Whom he had
hitherto ca,'ried in the jungle." (p. 119).
Makota was made prisoner, but never detained in custody; arid an
entire, and what appears to me a very sus'picious, silence is eV'er after observed regarding the part he had taken. I conclude my notice of the details of this e"pedition with lhe follOWing ex:alnple of
one its of results : "When our expedition," s'ays Captain Keppel, "had been watched safely
of- the Batang Lupal' on its return to Silrawilk, aU those un/olt'll-
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" nate families t!tat !tad been concealed in tlw j'ltnqle after tile destr nction qf
" the diJI'erent towns of P atllsen and Undop . had emel',qedfi'om the':'I' ltid,:nfl
.• places and embarking on rafts, half l'u,incd boat,~ 0" in short any thing thfl t
" WOlltd float, were in the act of tiding an d working theil' pas~age to wards

" the extensive and flourishing to wn of Bunting, and the ir dismay can
" well be imagined when at day light on the morning of th e 29th, they
" fo und themselves carried by the tide close alongside the long black
" terror spreading steamer, and in the midst of om' aug mented fleet.
" Escape to tb ern was next to hopeless, nor did the softer sex seem
., much to mind the change ; probal::lly thinldng that to be swallowed up
" by the whi te man wa3 not mltch worse them dying in the.fnnglc of stllrva ., t'lOn. I need not say that, instead of being molesteu, they were sup., plied with such provisions and assistance as our means would perm it
" LlS to afford, and allowed to pass quietly on; in addition to which we
" despatched several of OLlr na tive fo\Jowers in to the Baffl ng L upal' to
" inform the pOOl' fugitives that OUR BUSINESS WAS WITH Til E CHIEFS AND
" INSTIGATORS 011 PIR ACY, AND NOT TO MOLES'!' TIlE MISG UJDED NA.' TrVES" ! ! !

•

Good Heaven! These unfortunate beings, who are neither " the
piI'ates themselves " nor theil' familes , but the miserable inhabitan ts
of Patusen, Undop and other desolated lowns, have seen their habitations in Hames, and burnt to the ground, from the d lVellings of
their chiefs down to the meanest hut, their stores of pl'ov isions utterly deslroyed, and themselves fl ying into the jungle for shelter, until
tlH.'Y arc driven to the alte rnative of perishing by starvation, or to escape it by embarking on anythmg that would Hoat, and thus incur
the risk of drowning, to reach the dwellings of a friendly tribe-and
to these forl orn, houseless and destitute fu gitives, in this Ex:odus from
th eir desolated hearths is the consolation administered that Hajah Brooke's
business is with the chiefs and not to molest the misguided natives ! ! ! "Pamine, Fire, and Slaugltter" ha ve swept them fro m
their hearths, but the misguided nativ es, are NO 'l' M OL Es n :u ! !! And
the pages in which these deeds are lold, in which these things arc
printed, have been before th e "ignorant and distant" British publ ic
for four years, and the perpetrator of such acts, has met with unbounded admiration, and been extolled to the skies as a first rate model 'of philantrophy and humanity! !! tittle does it become Hajah Brooke
to exclaim oyer the "ignorance and distance" under the effects of which the
judgment of the Euglish public is so often misl ed, for viewed throu gh
tllat vapourous atmosphere he hils himself loomed into th e dimensions and been encircled with the halo of a demigod, But it is to be h o ~
ped that the delusion will pass away, and that we shall sec the gaud y
imposture, which has fa scinated the gaze, d windle to its proper proportions and displayed in its true colours.
nut the circumstance that has called forth this expression of indignant
feeling, has yet another marked feature. Ilaj ah Bl'ool{e's business, tho
poor natives arc told, was with theil' chi efs. n ow comes it then that
the I'angeran Makota, whose stunding and position with reference to
the governmen t of the Sultan in all probality emboldened Sel'ilT Sahib

,,~
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in his opposition to Rajah Brooke, at once resumed his former posi tion, without being either detained a prisoner, or otherwise pro ceeded against in any way!! So little idea did this worf.hy appear to entertain of his having done anything very wrong in joining Seriff Sahib, that when we next hear of him it is' as presenting himself before
II ajah Brooke to asl. a loan of money.
"Ohe Dyal<s of S e reba~ and Sakarran having been thus ,; punished, "
Hajah Brook e forthwith proceed ed to assert his Supremacy, and to
lord it over his humbled adversaries. He wrote a lelter to the chiefs
of the former tribe containing the "command8 of the Tuan Besar
(Great Lord) to the chiefs of Serebas" (Mundy vol. p. 7) ; and about
six months after the destrllction of Patllsen, deceived by some acts of
submiss ion of the chiefs, very natural in their existing state of humiliation, he thus ll'iumphs inthe seeming success of his system :
" But yesterd ay , Screoas anci Sa karran, with their ackn owledg-ed re-- cei,'ers and promoters sent out formidable pirate Heets, K eppel at,- tacked I hem; Serif!' bahib has fled, and tile Dyaks are peaceable"
(February 1845 , Mundy vol. 2 p. 13.)
A few months later he thinl,s he still sees cause to fl atter him self
on his policy ;

"Sakarran and Serebas ," he says "are as hOll ses di vided agaill st
" themselves, l'l nd I skIll soon asce rtain who are "ca lly my f r iencis (Oct.
18'15, I lJ ici p. 52 .)
Vain hopes! The Dyal' s and their chiefs were not so submissive
as was expected, and before the year is ended we find that,
" A shCl!7J stl'ingcnt policy is required to correct the ev il propensiti es
.. of th e Sakarrans and Serebas . They must be agetin (tttackecl," (Dec.
1845 , Ibid p_ 78,)

And for what offence are these tribes thus threatened anew ? Why because Rajah Brooke had been·pleased to issue "orders" for the expulsion
by the Dyal,s of three Seriffs, "hostile to trade" ; an order' which these
Seriffs summon their forces to resist; and being defeated in this " Pi1'atical" act, as Rajah Brooke calls every act of resistance to hi s
authority, by another party of Dyaks whom he rais~d up in arm ~ against them, they had first found shelter with Hajah Pangalirnah
of Serebas, and finally in Sal' arran where they intended to sct li e.
" They must, be out of theil' senses," exclaims the Dictator of the coast,
by this outrageous act of folly in seekin g to provide for their own
safety! (Ibid p, p. 46, 56, 63, 68, 78j-a precious sample of the
system by which the pacification of the coast of Borneo is to be effected, under llajah Brooke, at oace arrogant, short sighted and fruitless.
The blindness and inefficiency of this policy are further demonslraled by what he writes a few months later, vi~. March 18 i6 :

(

30

)

" I have suddenly received information that the Salmrrnn Dyaks have
" . »g-ain been at sea \vith a force of seventy prahns, and not less than
"1200 men, perpetrating many r(\\'ages, burning many villages and.
" carrying off women and children into slavery, and laying waste the
" country wherever their arms could reach.-It was not to be expected
" that t.he single attack made in this river by Keppel should totally
"eradicate, from amongst a numerous and warlike population, the
" deep I'ooted and long indulged Ilabit of piracy. * *' *-1 find that
,e rneaS1WCS of kindness and concit-iation are entirely thrown away."
And only a few months later he is iii expectation of Captain l\>Iundy in H. lH. S. IRIS fl,r the purpose or "undertaking hostile meaSlues against the Sakarran pirates ,. (Ibid p. 92.) and yet in the face of
this and what he himsclf calls the ",Sakarran war," caused hy the resistance o( three Serifi's, about one year' after Keppel's invasion, he tells turd
l'almerston in his despatch of 2nd Feb. 1.850 that "the good effects resulting from Captain Keppel's operations continued for two
years " ! (Mundy vol, 2 p. 46.)
Such arc some of the pl'incipal features an.) consequences of these
memorable expeditions; and before proceeding to notice the third one,
I should wish to call atlention to certain assertions made by Sir James
Brooke l'elative to the former ones.
He states in his affidavit of 25th September 1.819, already more
than on~e alluded to by me, that the
" Piratical chamcter of th t:l Serehas an d Sakal'rans ' had been ala-eady dccide Ll in a court of Admiralty JudiCIlture in England in th e
" cast! of C;lptain K eppd, when h e :'ec ~ iv e I compensation unde r the act
.. uf PaL'lilunent, and may now be ad.d uced: as tlte full est p roof of the
.. petition~l' - S claim; "
d

That is of Captain Farquhar's claim.
This is incorrect in the first place, in point of fact, as regards the
Serebas. Captain I\eppel received no Head money as compensation Ulldel' the Act for the first expedition\. that is for the operations in the
Serebas I'iver, as the returns of Head money, ,presented to Parliament ill
March last, plainly prove; nor is it easy to see how he could obtain such
compensation as the Act refers to piratical vessels; and the crews of, vessels;
whereas towns Ii: villages were tbe only things attacked in·the Serebas. These
Heturns show.that Captain Keppd received Head money compensation fOI'
the" Cl'ews of six war Prahus, all Dyaks in tltll Sakarra,n River,
Borneo" captul'{ld 1.9th August 1.8U, and for " the crews of a great
number of piratical vessels belonging to Serif! Maller, a notorious
"pirate chiefi (!!!) 1.5 miles up the river Undop, a branch' of· the
,. river Sakarran, Borneo," captured 1.4.th August 1.'Sti. The expedition to the Serebas took place fourteen months previously in Jurle
1.84.3; and, we repeat, the Parliamentary Returns (from 1.8211 to 1.819)
show no Head money paid for the operations there. So mucH for Sir
James Brooke's "fullest proof" against the natives of Screbas l .and
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some idea may be formed of the kind of evidence upon which '1 Court
of Admiralty in England decides, on seeing Seriff Muller, who" had
.. little control over the Sakarrans and was compelled \0 wink at their>
" piracies, " described as a notorious pirate chief!
Nor is there the least evidence to shew that the sacking and burning of the towns of Paddi, Pakoo, and Rembas on the Sereba$, and
of Patusen on the Batang Lupar, ever were before any Admiralty
Court in England, much less the subject matter of the decision of any
such court.
Rut what was, the evidence that Captain Keppel had before him, when

he set out on the invasion of the Serebas and Sakarran rivers'? Why at
best, Rajah Brooke's newly manufactured history of the night attack
of 28th Sept. 18q9; dnd the Rajah Muda Hassim's famous Icttcrboth equally worthJess.
I now come;to the third expedition; of this there are two accounts be..
fore me: namely one, singularly brief and cursory in SIr James Brooke' s
despatch to Lord Palmerston of 16th April 1849; and one more deta:led pUJlished in the local Journal of the Ind:an Archipelago for May
1819, and contributed by Mr. Arthur Crookshank,-Rajah Brooke's
Deputy at Sarawak, during his absence. This expedition set out from
Sarawak on the 25th March of that year, and consisted of 98 war
prahus, including those of the Oyaks of SibuyolI, Linga and Balow,
the hereditary and invetel'ate foes of the Serebas and Sakarrans, with
the Malays of Sadong and Seriki, and led by four boats belonging
to the H. C. steamer Nemesis, which vessel had been placed lit Sir
James Brooke's disposal. It is alleged to be undertaken to check the
depredations of the Serebas and Sakarran fleet, which are said to have
been out ravaging and· plundering the whole · coast, devastating two
rivers, attacking and burning three villages and killmg and makin g
captive between 300 to 400 persons, besides capturing several trading boats j and there was a report when the expedition started that
the hostile Ileet had captured the town of Sadong, in the Sadong river. *
I can find nothing in this account of the devastation imputed to the
Serebas and Sak.arran Dyaks at all inconsistent with the supposition
that the~ were making legitimate war in their own way against hostile tribes, or as other than the most natural consequence of tlte forIper att~cks from Sarawak upon themselves. Is the plundering and
hnrning of village.s, de.vastating of rivers, and slaught,er of their inhabitants ascribed to these Dyaks, more frightful than what we have
seen inflicted 011 themselves '{ -and l>y whom? Why, by the " 'white
man" in alliance wilh their ancient and inveterate foes! Was it not
with the Dido's seamen and marines brigaded with the Dyaks of Linga, Lundu an.d other places, " all eager fol' heads and plunder i" as
Captain Keppel says, "all coming to seek fOi' plunder and the heads

* Vide the despatch mentioned; another of the 6th I1brch, and the article in the
J ournal of the Indian Archipelago.
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of the enemies with whom they had been so many years at war,"
that the Sere bas and S akarran rivers were invaded , the towns burned and th e inh:l.bitants slain, and the women and children reduced to
starvation ? Alid did Rajah Brooke suppose that the burning scnti- •
ments of revenge, which he himself so strongly depicts as inherent
in the Dyak races, were to go to sleep in the bl'elst of s u~h powcrful tribes, as the Serebas and Sakarrans, when th ey thought the opportunity fol' retaliation at hand ?-and \\' ho that has read lhe mention
of the hereditary feuds of the Oyal! raccs both in I3rooke' 5 writings
and those of Mr. Low, will say that that retaliation was not as legitimate as any warfare nmong them ever was? If the town of Gacl ong,
on the Sadon g, was attac ked by them, do they not find the prahus of
the Sadon g Malays in the Sarawa k neet ? If they devastate the Sam arahan and Linga ri ve rs and every ri ver lying between the Sarawak and the
Serebas, do they not find these ri vers each and everyone contributing its
quota of war prahus to the hostile fi ee t af Surawak ? It is in one 0 1'
other of these n IVER S, not at sea, th at the Sarawak expedition expects to meet with the enemies they are in quest of; and says MI'.
Crookshank's account, " we visited every ri ve r between Sil ra wak atld
"Scrcbas in hopes of finding the en emy, but without success ." Bnt
the [Iolilla did not retul'O to Sarawak without illflicting as mllch mischief as it could. To harass the population of Rembas, " at about 60
"miles up the Liput from thelsea, a force of about 2,000 men was
" landed, and was absen t for three cla ys dul"ing which it capturcci
" several pl aces and destroyed large stores of rice ancl salt." Hajah
Brooke is no longer horrifi ed at the icl ea of "Ielling loose 2,000
wild dev ils in the interior " to seize, bul'll , and destroy! Co uld any
Dyaks wage a more cruel and devas tating system of warfare? allci
to crow n all they a r ~ to be deprived of the first lIeces,ary of life;
" The enemy." s ~ ys MI·. C I'oo k ~ h~nk " received serioLls dam:q c in
" the interior of the B.ombas. an(\will feel sensibly the w ant of that ./il·st
" nccessal'y of life- salt, now that the interco urse with Lipat is cut oft·."
There is one circumstance, however, which Mr. Crookshank has omitted mention of. He has forgo tten to tell that he himself fired with
his rille at a single Dya k on a raft or canoe in the Serebas river, and
that having fail ed in his aim , the man was assailed by some of his native follow ers, and decapitated ; and tha t he, Mr. Crookshank , disgusted the officers of the H. C. steamer Nemesis by displa ying to them,
in his O WI~ hand, the head of the unfortullate victim! .;.
If an European thus hi gh in the con fide nce and employment of Rajah Brooke can thus ac t, what are we to expect will be the conduct
of the nalive auxiliaries whom he leads against their ancient and inveterate enemies.
.:.
-------- -- - - - - -- -- - - - - - «. This fact was incidentally confi rmed during th e enquiry which took place 011

~oard H . 111. 8 . R astill,(:s , in the pr cRence
~ omrn a lld el' W allage .- E dito r, Straits T imes.

of Cap tains A ustin and W ill cox and

...

==

(

33 )

LETTER

VI.

SI1\,-The ex pedition of which I have just given an account, w ilS
headed by Brooke in person ; and thou gh not wanting in the ba rbarity which had characterISed th e preceeding ones, was equally fruitless and unproductIve of any desired end. Ere many weeks were
over, the Serebas Dyaks wel'e as eager as ever for vengeance on theil'
ancient enemies, who had wrought them so much damage under the
banner of the Rajah of Sarawak; and after some de!ached parties ha rl
made reprisals, and killed several persons at the moutll of the Sarawak river, ~ their assembled fleet prepared to strike a blow at one
of "our allies," and the information was, that : the M alay town of Seriki on the Rejang was the destined obj ect of attack. And here, Sir,
it becomes of importance to enquire into the relations which had existed between the Serebas and Sakarran communities, and the Malay
state of Seriki; and I call upon your readers to peruse what follow s
on this subject with attention. Sir James Brooke shall be the chief
authority cited; and I pledge myself to the fid elity of the followin g
e:dracts from his Diaries,-they cannot be called selections, for they
contain all that I find upon the subject ill the volumes of <:aptai nS
Kepp el and Mundy:
The Diary of ist. July i84! contains an account of the neighbOUl'ing rivers, their political relations to Sarawak, and the character
of their rulers ,and inhabitants; and it is there we find the first notice of Seriki and its chief; viz.
" The last place I shall mention here is the Rejang river, twenty miles
" from the mouth of which is Seriki, the residence of Patingi Abdull'a" man. The Malays are numerous and flourishing, and the interior is peo" pled by Kayans of various tribes * " "" Patingi Abdulraman has
" held himself aloof from Sel'iif Sahib, and consequently incurred the im.
" potent angel' and hatred of that chief. Iio has never allowed pimcies or
., l'e~d'ved pi'rates, and has always been t il afeeble and desultol'Y way at war
.' With the S crebas and Sakal"ran Dyaks." Mundy vol, 1. p. 864, 865.
The Diary of 26th. January 18405, shews further the relations of
the Sakarran Dyaks ancl Seriki. After mentioninl' that these Dyaks 'had been
agitated by rumours that they would be shortly attacked again ·by the
white men, Rajah Brooke thus proceeds:" These rumours are spread by the S eriki people, to induce the Sakal'.. rans to quit their river and take refuge in the interiur of the Rejan g;
" and once there, the Sakarrans would be in a very great measure at the

*

These natural & justifiable reprisals were given in evidence before the Admiralty
Court here as acts of piracy, Of course the same depositions say nothing whatever of
the invasion of,the R embas division of the Ser ebas territory not many weeks previ ous
when the 2,000 native auxiliaries were let loose into it and the supply of salt cut
off. This is a notable specimen of the entire one sidedness of everything that
comes before an Admiralty court uuder applications for H ead Money,

N~
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" mm'cy of the Sel'iki people, TMs a perfect specimen of Malay dealing
" with Dyaks; but in thib case it has failed, as the £akarrans are too much
" attached to their country to quit it," (Keppel vol, 2 p,126,)
But the scene changes; and new relations arise between the Malays of Seriki and these Dyaks. In the Diary of 22nd, Nov. 1815,
we find that the Patingi Abdulraman, who" has never allowed piracy
or recei'ved pirates." is all of a sudden becoming piratical:
" I have bad accounts of Patingl Abd'ulranam of Seriki. His govem" ment compared with that of his predecessors was tolerable j but of late
" he has shewn an inclination to Join with the evil disposed of Sakm'ran and
" Serebas j and he allows their boats an outlet through his flVers to pi" rate upon the high seas j he has lately gone beyond even this acquies" cence and connivance at piracy by sending his own Dyaks (the Kanowit
" tribe) to attack a quiet village at the entrance of Palo, In this attack he
" was successful and the people wel'e carried into captivity. .. ... Nov.
"25th. the chief of Palo is here and contil'ms the history detailed above.
" H e aSSU1'es me that Patingi Abdulraman and Seriff Sakarran are allied
•• and send out Dyaks to pirate at sea." (Mundy vol. 2 pp. 69,70.)
Two days subsequently there is more information to the same effect, viz."I have very bad accounts of the Dyaks of the R ej ang who are sent
" out by Patingi Abdul/'aman to pil'ate on the seas , The villages on the
" coast are harassed by continual attacks. Sometime ago I wrote to this
" chief' and quietly, yet ti,rmly, pointed out to him thefotly (!) of his pl'O" ceedings and warned him to Lear in mind the fate of Serifi' Sahib. In
" spite of this remonstrance he has again collected his Kanowit Dyal{s, has
" fitted out a fleet which hes been seen off Cape Datu, & which conseqaent" ly must have passed by the entrance of the Sal'awak river, forming a
"junction with some boats from the othel' l'ivel·s. Really these gentlemen
,. seem determined to rush head-long to destruction, and will yet oblige me
" to teach them that two can play at the dangel'ous game of war " ! (Ibid
p. 11.)
Be it remarked, in passing, what an example this alliance of Patingi Abdulraman with his quondam Sakarran foes, and the union of the
fleet with " ,boats from the other rivers," furnishes of the vaunted success
of Rajah Brooke's system of pacification!
In the month of June 184:6 (the interval being signalised by th e
assassination of Muda Hassim and his relations in the capital) Rajah
Brooke, in the Phlegethon, steamed up the Rejang to the town of
Seriki, accompanied by Rear Admiral Sir T. Cochrane, to detach patingi Abd\llraman from this piratical league, and to p \)~ him on his
good behaviour; the old chief being stated, on ' G"r tai \fundy's authority, to have "been long well known as the fri l ~ of the piratical party." Notwithstanding this the commander-in-chl".,
c~ Contented him~elfwith recommending the Patingi to abstain from his
"piratical proceedlllgs and to keep his war boats within the river, which
cC he solemnly protested he would do."
(Ibid p. 119)-
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A moderation which-Captain Mundy" so far wro ngs his superior officer
as to att.-ibute to his desire to carry out Brooke's pacific policy !.
The Patingi would appear to have kept his promises in one respect, but not to the extent of "keeping his war boats within the
river," as ~e wi\1 presently find that they were again employed a-

gamst the Serebas.
" The populous town of Serebas" says Mr. Low, whose book was pubin 1848 _"~vas last year attacked_ ~y the Kyan~ in conjunction with
" thetr ally Pattnllt Abdull'~man _of Senkl, to whose assistance they are
" reported to have come with nmety boats, under three of their Rajahs
"or most powerful chiefs." (Low's Sarawak p. 822) and these Ryans, Mr:
Low also tells us, "al-e the hereditary foes of Sere bas and Sakarran
" than wilOm they are more powerful." (p. 324.)
•
lishe~

Here then we have fyom Rajah Brooke's own pen, and of his confidant, Mr. Low, a clear view of the relations which had e-:isted between the Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran, and the Malays of Seriki,
before the meditated attack 'on the laUer place by the Serebas fleet.
This account of them, too, was penned with referenoe to events passing
at the time, and with no other apparent object or design than to present a fair picture of the reality-and it establishes. on evidence which
it is impossible SIR JAMES BROOKE can dispute, that between these
Dyaks and the Malays of the Seriki, there had long been desultory
wars; that these wars were 'succeeded by an alliance, during whicb
both parties molested the rivers be had taken under his protecti onthat there was a rupture of tbat alliance, effected by Sir Thomas
Cochrane and himself-and that that rupture was succeeded by a hostile
attack on the Serebas by Patingi Abdulraman of Seriki, in conjuction
with the Kayans. the known hereditdry foes of tbe Serebas and Sakarrans, and which appears to bave taken place sometime in :l8i 7.
Brooke proceded to England in the course of that year, and reappeared in Sarawak il\ September 18i8; and during that interval we
hear nothiog of the quarrels or alliances of the Sereb8.s with the Malays of Seriki, bu~ t.hat t!Jey CQntinued at enmity from the period of
Patingi Abdulram1n's attack, mentioned by Mr. Low, may be evidenced from the fact of the Seriki war prahus for .ning part of the com~
bined Sarawak flotilla, and joining in the ercpedilions against the Serebas.
I allow that it may be competent for the -ambitious and war-loving English Rajah of Sal'3wak, to ' adopt a course of policy, and to
pursue plans of conquest, with reference to the native states and communities, adjacent to his own territory, which the British people have
no more right to call in question than if Sarawak were governed
by a native Rajah. But I deny that any such person can, either as an
honest man, or as an honest public servant, allow such views to influence
his conduct in the discharge of his duty towards the government by
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which he is commissioned, to assist in determining and regulating the
relations and proceedings of such native states and communities. When
do we ever in the course of Brooke's ca reer, discern a single trace
of his separating his political views and proce edings as Rajah of Sarawak, from the course of conduct incumbent on him as a servant of
t he British Crown ? In September 1811 he became Rajah of Sarawak; in June 1843 he induced Captain Kep pel to invade Serebas, and
in August 1844 Sakarran was invaded by the same gallant officer. !Early
in 1845 Brooke was nominated confidential Agent in Borneo (or, it seems ,
the British Govemment; but without any powers but, that:of advising.
In 1847 he was appointed Her Maj esty's Consul General and Commissioner to the Independent princes of Borneo; and it is while he is
acting in the latter capacity that the 3rd expedition, as well as tha t
now under review, took place. Captain Keppel was i9stigated by Ra j alt Drooke to the invasion, first of Serebas, then of Sakarran, precisely in the same Spi1'it in which Ca ~tain Farquhar was led by SIll
JAl'fES BROOKE, Her l\fajesty's Commi ssioner for the affairs of Borneo, to the sanguinary and terrific day of the 31st. July -and he
would no doubt continue to Juake his Sarawak interests and public
duties walk hand and hand to the end of the :ch apter. The RaJalt
might have regarded the Serebas as a horrle of pirates to be attacked
at any place; but it was the duty of Her Majesty's Commissioner to hav e
made Captain Farquhar officially acquainted with all he himself Imew ,
or had learned, regarding the wars and alliances ufthe Serebas tribes
with the Malays of Seriki, as soon as information was brought to him
that the latter place was the object of attack, and the more so as it
was not unknown to Sir James Brooke that Rear Admiral Sir Francis Collier, Captain l?arquhar's superior ollicer, had more than doubted the justice of treating the Serebas as pirates..... There can be no
doubt whatever that Seril(i was believed to be the object of nttack by the
Serebas, when the forGe under Captain Farquhar and the Sarawa k
flotilla, heard of their balla having Icft the Serebas river, as the gallant
officer distinctly states it to be so in his despatch. But it mattered no t
to ~ir James Brooke what place the Dyaks intended to attack. They
were out; he knew they must return in a few days, and the Ion
treasured wish of his heart was about to be gratified, for now he
could "l~ave tltem all," t and his preparations were perfect. With
a marvellous and most convenient simultaneousness of movement the
prey was on their way towards the snare, aLthe exact time the nets were
spreading to receive them.
On the ~5th of Jtely 1819, the steam er NF.l'fESIS, having till
boats of H. M. Sloops of wa r ALDATIlOS8 and ROYAI,IS'l' in tow,
left the Sarawak !'iver, followed by the native force, which a subsequent junction with other war-prahus, raised to 70 prahus, averaging
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40 men each, Malays and Dyaks; the hostile balla, upwards of 1.00
pra IlUs al'eraging 25 men each, having according to "certain information" moved from the Serebas river on the mornin,!! of tlte 26tlt.
with ne supp osed intention of attackin g "the peaceful town of Seriki:'

*

What followed is well and widely known. The Serebas fleet returned at the e,1:pected time to find both the entrance of their own
river, and of the friendly Kalul<a, efIectually guarded, and saw nothing
before them but the destruction which was dealt out to them with
a pitiless and unspa ring hand. The panic struck multitude were slaughtered like sheep, under the combined effects of the cannonade, mitraillade, jitsillade and rwyade, which awaited them; and MI'. Vigors, and the othel' amatem' gentleman of the expedition, sniped away from the N.'MESIS at the miserable fugitives, wilh as much
safety and impunity as th ey could have fired upon a flock of sheep
from a balcony in l>iccadilly! Five hun dred of the Serebas were killed in this ballue ; and Captain Farquhar's despatch says "and more
"than an equal number would in all probability perish in the jungle.
"Indeed I have since learned that this is below tlte number "Most likely it was, since the Sarawak account in the Indian Archipelago Jo urnal says; "fully 2,500 of the enemy sought refuge in the
"j llngle whm'e ow' p eople were eagerly It untin,q tltem in detach"ed parties; " and a few days afterwards it was reported to Captain Farquhar that "many fugitives from the late fl eet had been des"troyed by the Dyaks ascending the rivers in rafts and small bark
" canoes, " A nd thus probably 1200 men-perished in the cainage and
pursuit, while the loss of the assailants amounted to 2 natives l<illed
and about six wounded!! And this overthrow of an enemy, whom
the discharge of blank cartridge would have effectually dispersed, is
pronounced by Lord Palmers ton to be a "gallant anti successful operation." !! But, successful as it may have been, the punishment inflicted was not sufficie nt in the estimation of the victors: On the day
following the carnage, the Screbas river was ascended by a portion
of the force; and the town of Pakoo, with many adjacent villages,
was again burnt, not because it resist ed, for Captain Farquhar 's despatch says, "Pakoo bein,q found deserted, was pillaged and burned
by the nltive auxiliaries," but because" sink, burn, and ,Iestroy,"
resistance 01' no 1'esistance, had all along been the watch word of Haj3h 8rool(e in the Sere has and Sakarran rivel's. This feat accomplished,
the force wa~ ag<.in in motion, as soon :JS the NE~US(S was supplied
with fuel, to punish the Kanowit Dyaks on the Rejang. The inhabitants are said by Capt ain Yarquhar to be quite taken by surprise, and
to decamp at once-" their villages therefm'e becoming an easy prey
to the natives" (i. e. native auxliaries;) and "for two days we continued to ascend the stream destroying every ,thing lin our way "-as
(Notc)-~ Vide Commnndf'f F arquh a r 's dl3f1 pt\tch to Sir 1'. C olli eI' 25th . August 184 9 and nn 1\1'lic lc i ll

t ho Ind Ia n Al'chfpebgo Jonrn nl of Sept . I S..9, 11cuned cither by 8 h'_J . Bl'ooke hIm self 01' at his ulctat. loll .
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customary; and then after this, Poe, on the banks of the Rejang is visited, the chiefs of which were summoned to attend, and were ordered by
Sir Jame> Brooke to "pay a fine for acts of piracy, and for having
broken faith IJy trading ~oith the S erebas"! And finally we are
told that his Excellency " has already entered into compacts with

every tribe bordering ou the sea not to trltde wit It, or supply
those ph-ates witlt salt.!" (Captain l<'arquhar's des patch 25th August 1.8,19.
I protest that these are extremities of cruelty and barbal'ity which no
law can justify, and which no considerations of policy or expediency can palliate or excuse. Was.-it not enough that an immense slaughter of the male
population of these Dyaks had just taken place; that their country for a
second time within the space or three months had been invaded and
devastated, with the destruction of large slores of rice and salt, and, on the
side of the LipUl their supply of the latter indispensable Brtic\e cut
oIT, witho l1 t forming a league, which amounted to a decree of starvation against the whole population, man, woman and child, so far as
they depended ?n external resources for their means of subsistence,! !
This treatment would have been too had even for the most undoubted pil'ates, but what was the last offence for which these tribes
were to be first butchered and then starved? Because they presumed to "play at the dangerou~ game of war" against their alternate
allies and foes of Seriki, in the exact manner the same game had been
played against them, by the same people! But in point of fact it was
not known whether they had attacked Seriki or any other place, or
done any thing mischievous or unlawful when the carnage began; no
iofunnation whatever having been received either of what they had
done or where they had been before they were set upon. The mere
appearance of their fleet of boats at sea was deemed sufficient ground
to "Itave them all." It may have been a painful sense of the absence of any colourable ground for such an attack, which induced the
writef of the Sara'1Vak account of the proceedings in the Indian Archipelago Journal, to state that on "the evening of the 30th. (that
is, the evening before the massacre) "intelligence was rec.eived of the
:' pirates having partially plundered Palo, &c." But the statement
mllst be incorrect; for both Captain Farquhar's despatch, and that of
Sil' James Brooke to Lord Palmerston, incontestably prove that nothing whatever was known of the operations of the Serebas balla, until after it had been attacked and destroyed. The latter distinctly slates,
"From informatiun obtained from some prisone1's and since confirmed
"from ather so!tl'ces, it appears that a force of from 100 to 120 pirate
"prahl\s attacked the towns of Palo and Mato."
The Serebas were attacked and massacred upon mere supposition
of what they had been about; the only authorized supposition being,
that they were returning from an attack on Seriki; that is from a
legitimate reprisal on a hostile community.
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Sir James Brooke may repeat over and over again his sweeping dog- ,
ma regardmg piracy, but that will not prevent me, nor ought it to
prevent anyone else, from examining the conduct and proceedings
'of his Serebas foes upon natural and rational principles. I contend that
from the first invasion of their rivers, down to the last butchery, the
operations against the Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks were conducted in
a manner which could /lot fail to induce the belief among them, that
they were warred upon by Sarawak and its native and Englislt

allies, in the same Ypirit in whicl~ they were warred upon by
- the KayalM, that is, to try whiet. side was to have the upper hand.
They were attacked from the SaralVak river by the white men, joined with the enemies they had been incessantly at war with. what
could these ignorant and barbarous tribes knllw of England and her
policy, when Brooke was the first EUI'opean that even their powerful
and Arab-descended ruler Serifli Sahib had ever seen! And what could '
they see in Brooke but a great " white man" from beyond tbe se'l',
who was powerful enough to make himself Rajah of Sarawak, and
could bring big ships filled with other white men and great guns to
subdue them and make them his subjects! How absurd, how preposterous, to suppose that a set of wiftl and ignorant savages, born
and bred in such a mode of life as Brooke found them in, who
knew no other; and who had only heard that there were people who
had white skins, would believe him when he told them that his only
purpose in coming such II long way, and in coming up their rivers
to kill them and burn their dwellings was-to teach them that" honesty was ~be best policy" ! !! Bah! They thought him a great chief
and warrior not an apostle, and not liking his system, or the lessorts
he gave, they took to killing and burning in return. They did not
indeed attack him, for he was too powerful even for their great chief
Seriff Sahib, but they made war in their ac~ustomed fashion upon the
Malays and Dyaks, their anci-ent and inveterat,e foes, who had assisted
the "white man" in his wars upon them; and [ maintain that this
view affords, as well' upon natural and rational principles, as upon a
just and fair construction of the facts recorded by Brooke himself, an
explanation of the wars and disorders on the Coast, of which he is the
hIstorian, and which form the subject of my comments and observations. Most disastrous have the antecedent events of this war been to
the doomed tribes of Serebas and Sakarran; and if any thing be yet
wanting to prove that they regarded it is a strife between themselves
and Sarawak it} is to, be found' in what either Sir James Brooke him-'
self, or one of his awn annalists, has written regarding the movements
of the Serebas fleet, before its destruCtion. lh the account already
refered to, of the opeNltions, published in the Journal of the Indian
Archipelago, we find the following:
"T~e ~ext mOl'!ling a Malay prisoner having been brought in, the fol" lowmg mformatlOn.of the movements of the destroyed pirate fleet' was
II obtained. A force (by his account of l~O boats) had set out under the
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TH E M AL A YS OF S A R AW AK

" tack during the R amadan

01'

w ould not make any at-

f ast month " !

Nothing could ue more conclu ~ ive. A prison er from the Serebas
ranks is brought in, and probably on bO ill'd of one of the 8riti.h ships
of war which destro yed the fleet, tells his European questioners that
it was believed by the enemy that the Mahomedan fast month of the
M alays of Samwak would keep them at home, or the Serebas IIcet
would not have moved: Sir James Brooke after all this may exclaim
pimtes, pirates, p irates, against the Sere bas, as the Spanish Ambassador Gondomar thundered, "pil'ato, pirato, pirato" against Raleigh in the audience chamber of ({ing James, but we have no doubt
the world will in time come to appreciate the outcry at its true value, and that the question will be ultimately decided on principles which
can neither be derided il S a weak and indiscriminating compassion, nor
decried as an outrage against humanity.
I must confess that I regard with much suspicion, and some disgust, the manner in which Sir James Brooke denounces a policy of
forbearan ce as "a weak compassion," a false humanity " towards th ese
tribes; alLht)u~b it sits much more easy upon him than his oratorical
philantrophy, which after all never appears to have been any thing
but mcre tl~eol',l/ with him. "Oh! how great are the evils which
flow from a false compassion," were the very words used by the men,
who, in the Reign of T error, were shedding innocent blood like water,
and they had their theories of universal philantrophy. Brooke laments over the misfortune of his Sow Dyaks at the moment he is
babarously pulling to death the two Dyak chiefs for resistance to his
authority, which no law on earth bound them to recognize-he bemoans in piteous accents the sufferings of the Hill tribes, and can yet
behold without e motion hundreds of "their misguided" brethren of the
coast slaughtered like sheep before his eyes while he apostrophises
their slayers as" Gallant Albatrosses!" "Gallant Snakes!" Surely it is lime for the British people to raise their indignant voic e against the hypocritical cant, and wholesale system of blood 0 f this
Pecksnilf Pizarro.
The outt'l'y so dexterously got up against Dyak piracy has been
J'e-echoed with a vehemence, which, to those in the least acquainted with
the circumstances, would be absolutely ludicrous, were not the case
too serious for laughter ; and, of conrse, foremost amongst those who
are the most loud in their exaggerations, are the friends and supporters of 8rool<o; in the Press, in Parliament, and out of J.>arliarnent.
In the face of palpable and indisputable facts to the contrary, in spite
of "men and gods and columns" with incredible ignorance' in some, with
incredible effrontery in others, these Dyaks are held f~rth as "the
scourge and terror of the Archipelago," and as equal to it not snr- ·
passing the Aigerines! !! And Sir James Brooke's organ in this
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place, your contemporary of the Free P1'ess has not been ashamed
to insert in his paper, without note, comment or correction of any I,ind'
articles from the Etlglish Journals, containing these gross misrepresentations, and thus indirec\ly to lend his authority to the propagation of absurdities which he must be sensible it would require a violent effort of th e imagina tion in anyone acquainted with the facts to
produce! "' I fe ar too th aL some of my fellow merchants, involun~
tarily I am sure, have contributed to maintain this delusion, by the
t erms of their address to Sil' .Tames Brooke in November last year.
Their readiness to yield assent, wit hout I'e quirio,g proof, was, perhaps,
excusabl e, under the bad name which had so long attach ed to the west
and N. W, coast of BOl'l1eo, (l!tough not from the piraoies of the
nat i1)eS ~f the island,) which no writer, (before Brooke) that I
am acquainted with, has ever imputed to them. The Dyaks have repeatedly been mentioned by trav ellers, but no where that I can Hnd
as pil'ates, though none of these writers are silent regal'ding their head
hunting ex ped itions, and their intertribal wars. The signers of the address, had they refe rred to Mr. Earl's extremely well written and agrea ble pages, would have found a long account of the Dyaks, and
that he mentions that the N. W. coast of Borneo,
"
"
"
"
"

" Is occupied by several powerful Dyak trib es, differing only in dialect, ,,,lto
here, as elsewhere a1'e engaged in perpetual wa1ja1'e, The most advent'ttrO"8
of these trib es is th at of Serassall t [mos t p robab ly he mealls SakarrnnJ the
peopl e of which arc said by the Malays to be of more lofty stature than t.he
ot.hers, a statement which I suspec t mllst be considered us meaning' only that
the tribe is more powe rful. ;' (p, 312),

He no where styles the Dyaks piratieal tribes, and my neighbours will
observe that his attention was called by his Malay informants, not to
their piracies but to their more adventurous spirit and lofty stature
compareci with other Dyal<s, And I appeal to each and everyone if
they ever heard the name of Dyale coupled with the formidabte piracies on the coast of Borneo tIll Brooke became Uajah of Sarawak.
It sometimes happens that we merchants embarrass ourselves by
all overhasty expression of v iews adopted without sufficient information; but at any rate it is ri ght it should be known that the nons(qne1'S of the memorable address are not confined to three, as mentioned by Brooke in his despatch to Lord Palmerston, nor indeed form
the minority of the local mercantile body, and it may well be doubted whether it would now be signed over again so numerously. The
Journal of the Indian Archip elago for August 18i8 remarks that :,
.. Your COnlcmpo rnry has even gone out oftbc way in his attempts to mdintai n, by thcsel11direct mCltll !f
t his Pl'o)postO\'OUS dclm'lion,lby inser tin g a n extract fl'Oill a privHte letter from Java which hilS n oth in g
whateVu l' toda wi th I'he ma.ttel',
On t his eUPJlosltian, I mi gh t be cal letl on to n c kn o wled~ e th at Mr. ]~a rllta ~l he/oye Brooke's time.
mentioncd the :::iakufl'!l11 (,o ntm ry t o whnt I have !ld Vil nCcd jl1 a noth er lc ttcl', Quite willing am 1 to
do so 01' to correct any mistnkc lUndo by my self evc;& t/) lum , 1~ot occ(uiomul by (U~ I)vel'8iyht of my oum, Bu t
:Mr. Earl wri ting SCI'USS(/,/l for Sce',arrull unly stre ngthens my positi on, for hi .• Dyaks of Scrassall arE>
n cvcl',des lglHltcd piratical, bu t. only IlS morc hand som.o, advcntUl'ous nnd powcJ'CuI, th tm thc otber Dyai{s
who m he 1111(18 eng-fig-cd /e ill POI'pctull1 warfare." lit his tbr~o Chapters Ol~ the inhabitants nnd the N. 'V,
Coust of Jlomeo t.he tel'm (t pira t lcn l " nnd H pit'ates " (lre no "C1' used except when appUe d to th e Lalluns or Illulluns, us occasional occupants of hal'boUt's on the canst, and 1111'. E'lI'I know!; "V ery well
t.ha t t.h e L ann lls migh t do as lhe)' please with the $n.ka1'l'nn DYllks, couhl make mince· meat of tbem }
or slaves) Ot' friends, nt th eir own gOOd will und pleasure, 01' Us polley mi ght dlctate.
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" Captain Keppel's volumes increased instead of satisfy ing the desire
" which prevailed in Singapore to know how far the personal interests
" of the owner of Sarawak were concerned in the invasions of neigh bOlll'" ing rivers by British men-of-war, and how far their presence had, in
" other respects, subserved those mterests. W e believe the Journals edited
., by Captain Mundy h ave put Sir James Brooke right with the public
" of Singapore, &c. &c."

My belief is very different, and I apprehend much better founded.
The suspicions always entertained hy many of the aim and object of
Sir James Brooke's policy and proceedings, however prejudical to his
character, have latterly increased not diminished, and have eltended to
more quarters than his friends wish to believe.
But it is not regarding Dyak piracy alone that anom alous notions
are entertained, for even Earl Grey has been so far misled as to state
in the H(mse that before Brooke's time no unarmed vessel dared approach the coast of Borneo, whereas it is incontestably shown in the
pages of' the Singapore Free Press that for many years before Brooke
was ever hellrd of, the N. W. coast of Borneo, both at Borneo
Proper and Sarawak, was perfectly safe for residence, and for trade;
and it is curious enough, in contrast to such a statement as is attributed to Earl Grey, to find an article in the Free Press of :184:0
actually assigning the safe an(l secure state of t1te coast ofBorneo as an argument in favor of Mr. Brooke's settling himself at Sawak, ill opposition to a different doctrine put forth hy some distant
contemporary journall ll! The halIucinations regarding Sarawak itseIr,
and Brooke's establishing himself there, are not less extravagant. Cap- '
tain Mundy writes of the Royalist's first visit to Sarawak with Brooke
on board, as if he had newly discovered the country:
"
"
"
"

"'fhe awe and astonishment " he says " of the semi barbarous inhabitants
at seeing a small schooner, the entire crew of which did not am ount in numDer
to a third of the crew of one of their war prahus, boldly ascend twenty miles in to
the interior, and quietly take up her berLh off the res idence of the Haj ah, may
easily be conceived ;"-

And tben we have a parcel of nonsense about the
H lmpress e d~

natives being

with awe and reverence for the white stranger." " (voijl p. 26.)

Why Mr. Earl, who travelled in Borneo, six years before Brooke
saw Sarawak, bad noticed the place very fully and remarked that,
" The rapidity Witll which Sarawak ha& risen into importance, proves how very
" little encouragement the natives require to induce them to turn the valu ab le
" productions of the island to account,"t
,. Yidc the extracu in tho Append ix.

+ ' lIn the ye&r 1834 " 8&Ylllr. Earl " loon raft er my r eturn from. the west coalt ot th e b land, an enter ;: ~rtl:!d~,~~~rt~:n ::::nDdto~~ ~~:U:h~:~~~~da~ 8!~e~c~~r:~~t~!~~ ~~r ~:r:'U;~~:C ~fefIP~~!:~

ved by t he R ajah, who appeared highl y deslroUi of eatabUshing a commercial in tercourse with tbe
:Brit ish Bettlements. The ship returned to Singapore with a valuable cargo ot Camphor , Pepper, Gold
dUll and DJamonds. Several v.~ell have since vial ted Borneo Proper, and the trado appears to be CIH tabllshed on a secure footing, si nce the }:oremJum o( Insurance f.rom Singapore, amounts only to one and
(I"a quarter per ~c nt , the same M that.to .la"n and Cbina, aDd less.than to ManHa." (p.37.)
,I
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And the saine article in the Singapore Free Press above alluded
to distinctly proves that the inhabitants of Sarawak traded to Singapore,
where they saw abundance of white strangers, without either awe or
reverence,-that British vessels with Europeans on board had been in
the habit of trading to Sarawak, and that the crew of the brig Napoleon, wrecked there during a trading voyage of which several
were Europeans, actually resided at Sarawak for nine weeks; their persons quite safe, and their wants hospitably relieved. I saw it lately
mentioned in an English newspaper that Captain Mundy'S volumes
were prepared for publication undel' Brooke's own eye when living
at Mivart's; if this be true, and if Sir James Brooke saw the passage I have just quoted from the gallant Officer's work, its appearance there is most discreditable to him, and proves, what perhaps is
only too apparent already, that he is quite content to contribute lIy
questionabfe means to maintain the delusions eltistillg in the public
mind regarding himself and his achievements.
It is not any part of my object, as may have long ago been seen,
to represent the tribes of Serebas and Sakarran as a harmless and
inoffensive race of savages; nOl' do I mean to offer one word in extenuation of the inhuman practice of foraging for slaves and heads,
and carrying off the inhabitants of whole villages. But in these ferocious habits they are not worse than their neighbours of Balow, Linga t
Lundu and other Dyaks of the coast whom Rajah Brooke has taken
unuer his protection; and who were only less destructive than the
former, from no want of inclination, but from want of power. 'fhat
these hordes, when brigaded with the British forces, were as ready
as ever to act upon their own ferocious principles of warfare, is only
too manifest. They came eager for heads, and were allowed to gratify their inclination, and load their prahus with the heads of all they
killed,-a system which put quarter in battle wholly out of the question, and shows to what extent the British are teaching the lesson
of Mercy, in their support of Rajah Brooke, Nay, as an inducement
to spare the women and children of the enemy whom "our allies "
would have decapitated as a matter of course, in his letter to Lord
r almerston dated March ist i850, he confesses that he has been
compelled to offer rewards for all the captive women and children
brought in alive!! But who can tell what horrors may have
signalized the irruption of the 2000 sa vages let loose into the Serebas country for three whole days, on the third expedition, so CilmplacenUy related by Crookshank, and so glibly disposed of in thedespatch in which Brooke tells Lord Palmers tOll, "I despatched a
native force inland, .t:c."! I trust there is none of my fellow-mer.
chants, or fellow-residents, who will not raise his voicc against this
diabolical system. Let Brooke lead his own savages against any
othe\' savages he pleases, but do not let England consent to stain th e
honour of the. British name, and the lustre of the British arms, by
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arraying her sailors and soldiers with savages of this dcscription, and
openly countenancing all the horrors they practice,
Sir James Brooke asserts that a fter the' invasion of their country by
Captain Keppel, the Dyak chiefs of Serebas and SakaITan "announced frequently and opcllly to him their acts of piracy," This alleged
(~ onression or admission of the chiefs, is ei ther good for every thin g
or good for nothing, I have not only no doubt whatever that th ey
confessed the acts imp'u ted as piracy j but that in the hour ortheir
defeat and humiliation they would have confesscd to any thing the y
thought would have pleased the victor j and I havc not the least doubt
that if Sir Jaml!s Brooke sets about it now, he could prod uce affidavits from every chief whom he has left alive, to swear point blilnk
that they had been pirates from their childhood upwards! But
will he tell the British Public, that if the Oran g Raya Pamanka ,
whom he says, they call a mong themselves ., th e dreaded <lnd tile
bl'ave " were to become the spontaneous annalist of the h'ibe, he
would tell their history in such words as these:
" We were a bad set from the beginning j we were r:,'ates and pers£'" cutors, every mother's son of li S j we pirated against th e pOO l' Dyaks of
" Lundu, we pirated against the Dyaks of Linga, of Balo w, and again st
"the Malay!! of Seril(i, and right and lert WI! pirate d by se a alld by
" land, until a great white Raj ah taught LI S th e evil of our ways,"
Pooh! Pooh! The Orang Kaya Pamanka would recount their battles, their victories, their triumphs, until there came a white man from
bey ond the sea with snch ships and such guns as no Dyak had ever
hefore seen or heard of, who, confederatin g with th ese sons of Dogs
of I,inga, Lundll and lJa low, had utterly destroyed them, and so th e
good old times of their fathers would never come hack aga in! We
have never been told by any of the Sarawal( historia ns what distinction the Dyak langua ge makes between a 'Pimte warrior and a legitimate warrior, or how they distinguish between their wars lawful
illld wal'S unlawful, wars piratical and wars just and legitimate. lJut
perhaps Sir James Brooke may yet tell us how it is, that the Dyalc
r aces make a proper' war, or whether there is anything which makes
an authorized war by Dyal! against Dyal!, dilTerent from the mannel'
in which the Sercba~ balla left their river to attack Seriki,
I cannot bring this letter to a conclusion bet tel' than by adding a
few words to present the 0 yak character in some of its milder aspects ;
and all who have had an opportunity of judging, concur in representing them as highly and readily susceptble of improvement: and
Brooke himself testifies to qualities among the Sakarrans which shews
their character in a very favourabl e point of vicw,-to theit, bein g
faithful to engagements, hospitable and kind to strangers j and speaking generally of alllhe tribes he says : "they present so many good
features or character that their improvement might be rapidly calcu-
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lated lIpon. " (Mundy 235 and 238.) In the liltle knowledge possessed by them of the useful arts, the Sakal' rans and Serebas appear
10 lI.we surpassed the otht:rs ; as they are the only Dyaks who manufac ture cloths for wearing apparel (Low , p. 209.) ., They are all
exceedingly fond of their children; " and, according to Mr. Low, slaver y is seen in its very mildest form among them:
" In many instances," he writes, "children who have been taken from
" the Laud Dynks, become so end eared to th eir conquerors, that these
" latte r adopt them as their ow n, and they a:'e admi tted to all the pri.. \'i1 eges of the free born tribe, and int~rma r ry wi th the sons and daugh" tel's of the other inh abitants of the village; and instances are 110t un·,
" corn mOil where childre n thus treated have forgotten their parents, and
" been II nwiliin g when opportunity offered to return to theil' parents.....
" In the ,'illage the slaves are notdistill guishable fr om their maste rs and
" mistrcs es, as th ey all live tog'ether ancl fa re precisely the same, eating
" from the sa me disll and of' the same fooL\. "
Mr, Ea rl remarked on the pre delection of the sea Dyalis for commerco, saying,
" Th ey are greatly add icled to commerce, nncl Rpare no pains to pro" cure articles of fo reign II1UUlIfactllres for which th ey ha ve acq uired a
" ta ste " (p, 237. )
Alld he reco mme nds an European se ttl ement on one of their large
ril'ers as a means of allractin g the m, an expedi ent which Sir J ames
Brooke appea rs to con fess the ad vant3ge of in the following extract
h om one of his des patches to l ord Palmerston: After mentioning his
proposal to build a fort at the entran ce of the Sakarran ri ver he sa ys,

" It wil l protec t the nnmerOllS pop ulation of the Dyak tribes of th e
" Batan g- Lupa l', alH1 will become a place of con8iclel'ali1e trade. WFI I CH
"WILl. GO ],'UHTIIEU TOWAUDS CURING THE PIWPENSI'l'Y E'OIt
" THAN AN Y OTHER 1I1EASUItE

PIUACY

"!

'V llat a commentary does th is avowal furn ish on seven antecedent

eXl'en'mentlzl yl'n rs of in vn sion, devas tati on and slaugh ter!

lWrTE Il

VII .

~ Hl. -I have had frequent occasion in what is already Lefore your
readers to rnalw incidental reference to the l~ apers laid Lefore Parlia ment relati ve to Born eo Piracy, IJut these important docume nts are
worth y of more than a curso ry notice, and il\ustr'ate points of this important qnes tion too forci bly not to be more particularly dw elt upon,

Le l me begin by la ying before yo ur readers lhe instructions fr om
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the Admiralty to the late Admiral Sir I!'. A. Collier, regarding the suppres lion of pit'Jcy in the Eastern Archipelago, conceived as they are in
a spirit of considerate humanity so closely followed out in the Serebas massacre !
.
" You will employ the force under your orders to the utmost in check·
" ing piracy as well in the Malayan seas as on the coast of' China, but
"will more endeavour to check piracy amongst the Islands of the
"Archipelago by a good understanding and by enforcing the obsel'" Vallce of treaties wilh , the native chief's than by encour aging hostile
" operations and expeditions of a coercive character ,"*
The sam'e page of the Blue Book, in which this considerate ordet, is
printed, contains at once a specimen of Brool<e's inter meddling spirit, his
disregard of the principles on which the Naval-Commander-in-Chief was
instructed to act. He had scarcely set foot at Sarawak in 1848, on
his return from England, when he announced to Lord Palmerston his
"Purpose of sending to the river Sadong in order to enquire int.o
" and expose all intdgl.e whlCh the Rajahs of Borneo Proper were car" rying on through a few of theil' IIdherents with the piratical chief's of
" tlte Serebas and Sakarran rivers, with whom they lia've been llOldiny a
" friendly communication fOI' the pUl'pose

"
"
"
"

of acquil'ing

po weI' amongst them,

To this line of conduct during my absence, and owing to the length
of time which has elapsecl since their last punish ment may be attribtited the in creasing boldness of these pirates who now venture as 1'0 1'merly to cruise in larg(l fleets of their war prahus." t

And he intimates his intention of followin g his old " stringent"
policy by "punishing the inhabitants of these rivers, " while,as to the
rulers of Bol'np.o he pretends Ihat ., their government is So weak and their
influence so inconsiderable that it would hardly at present be worth
while to punish them," for their alleged breach of the treaty.
If there be one word of truth in this history of intrigue, respecting .
which not one single word more appears in the Parliamentary papers;
and ifthere be meaning in words, Ihe tendency of the whole is to demonstrate, in lhe plainest manner, that the so called piratical chiefs of
Screbas and Salwrran had been sanctioned in their secret expeditions
by the "central Governrn<lnt," as Brooke himself designates it, of BorIICO Propel'; and, in compliance as weU with the views of the Admiralty
as according to every recognized pr'inciple of policy and diplomacy, the
t'Hl question ought to have been settled
with the government of Ihe
Sultan. And what are the grounds which our Rajah Diplomatist assigns
for not proceeding against the rulers of Borneo I' roper? First , -their
,qovenzment is so welLIe that it wo.ld ROt be worth while to punish
them. which means, I suppose, that the easier the thing is to do the Jess
,. Papers presented 5~h, February 1800,
l' Sir James llrookc to Lord Palmers ton 13th , Sept ember 1850,
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occasion there is for doing it! Secondly-" their inlluence is so in<onsiderable."
Why the man has just told Lord Palmerston that it is
owing to the line of conduct pursued by the rulers of Borneo Proper
that the Serebas and Sakarrans have been enboldened to "commit
fearful depredations both by sea and on the c('asts;" and yet,producing all this mischief, their influence is represented to be so inconsiderable as not to ue worth flotice ! I suspect there never were before
seen such contradictory statements in a public despatch. But the ruling principle is ever the punishment of the inhabitants of the Serebas
and Sa\(arran, and in pursuit of that cherished policy he bids adieu
to consistency and every thing else.
At the moment we have the cuurt and cabinet of Borneo Proper
before us as the instigators and abettors of piracy, it might not perbaps be uninstructive to present them in another light, as actually raising their voices against the depredations of those selfsame Serebas
and Sakar~ans whom they had so lately been in friendly communication
with! Among the documents printed in the Blue Book, which Sir J.
Brooke forwarded to Lord Palmerston in vindication of the sharp and stringent policy which resulted in the massacre of the 31st. July 1849, there
arc two translated letters: one from the Sultan of Borneo himself, the
other from his confidential minister, the Pangeran Macota! ! i-both calling upon Sir James Brooke to execute vengeance upon the Dyaks of
Sakarran, and the Dyaks of Serebas; and this, I presume, may be taken
as another "perfect specimen of the Malay dealing with the Dyaks,"
as it certainly is of Rajah Brooke's mode of dealing with both! The
Pangeran Macota may put on and put off piracy like a garment at his
proper pleasure, the Sultan and his Government may instigate and reap
the fruits of Dyak depredation, but the inhabitants of the Rivers are
to be punished for doing the bidding of their Malay tyrants; whde
the world is told that Sir James BI'ooke's business is with the chiefs,
not the misguided natives!! Who knows what share the Sultan or
Macota may have had in the depredations they denounce, after what
Brooke has told Lord Palmerston.
But these two letters are noticeable in another respect. They are
transmitted to LOI'd Palmerston elong with other documents "to refute
the clamour which has been raised" regarding the Sel'ebas massacre.
'fhe Sultan's letter concludes with saying "such are the reasons for
which we make tbis information to our friend, so that, if possible, our
friend may check the doings of these Dya~" -and the virtuous Macota's letter also purports "to send information to our friend respecting the doings of the Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran" that they
may be put an end to. Both these letters are dated ,. j11.ahommedan ?Iear 1266,corresponding with 1849-1850; and, not being at
home in the Mussulman calendar, and looking duly to the apparent intent
of these doc\lments, I concluded tbey were ' addressed to Sir James
BrQQ,~'e previous to the attack of 31st. July, and that they were laid
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before Lord Palmerslon as evidence in his possession at the time of that
fearful occurrence. On enquil'Y, however, 1 f oUlld that the first da y
of the Mahommedan yeal' 12 66 cOl'responds with the 19th. day of
November :1.849; so that at the very soo nest these ldters mll st halll!
been written tltree months and nin eteen days after tlte massacre!
Of course it is for Lord Palmerston to sa y whether 11 date S w cc l~ in g
over :1.819 and :1.850, and which might possibly embrace a date il llteriol' to the massacre, is as precise as the information he is in the habit of getting or ought to receive. As ev id e nce of anythi ng, except of the
effrontery of the writers, the lellers in question are worthless ; for independent of other matters, the particular facts mention ed in them
against the Dyaks might have occurred tell or twenty yea rs ago f;)r
aught we st!e to the coritrary. I will conclude my notice of these letleI'S with the expl'ession of a hope that, if Sir James Brooke did not
receive them with an indignant rebuke to their writprs, for their' complicity in and known en co uragemcnt of similar ac ts, he at least
forwarded copies of them to the Dyak chiefs, to let them see that when
acting under ei ther the Sull:Jn of Borneo or his Xl angerans, they were
in the hands of scoundrels who made no scruple of betraying them to
destruction.
Sir James Brooke seems very indigna nt in his despatch of 2d, Feh.
:1.850 to the Foreign Ollice, that " the policy so lon,CJ pursued for
" the suppression of Piracy in th ese seas is to bc called in qucs ti on
"in Parliament, &c." I deny tha t the course of measures pursued
by him ex empli fies any policy which can be said to have been eith er
long or generally pursued eith el' by Bri tish local Governmen ts, Ot'
under the British flag, for the supp ression of piracy in these seas .
He can point to no atltccedcnt pohcy, havi ng British sanction, that
resembles his own, which began and will , [ hope, end with himself.
I have already instanced the more milrl, considerate, and e tIi cacio:.l s
policy pursued in :1.836 towards th e Malay pirates of the Sll'aits
of Malacca, and the adj acent coast and Islands; and, it is easy to shew
tbat Brooke's extirpatory and indiscriminate process had always been
denounced:
" The idea," says MI'. Hunt, who wrote in 1842," of extirp ati ng" whole hordes of piratical states, were it possible, mllst, from its cruelty,
" be ineompatable with the liberal prin ciples and humane policy of a
" British Government. The simple bU l'lling down of a Malay town
.. can prove no serious impediment to fu tu re piratical ente rprises ; eOI1.. structed as they nre of Bamboos, mats and AttilP leaves, a town is at
" most rebuilt in the same period of time it takes to destroy it, Til •
"Dutch who had centuries of' dear broug ht experience, knew that th ~ r e
" was no other mode of preven tion and radical cure than building small
" redoubts at the principal tOWllS, ancl keeping li p ,'Ill aLlequate force
" to check pil atieal enterprises and th us to t um their restless minds to
" e.!taertions of industry. This is the tl'LlC history orthe innumerable lillie
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" forts on Celebes, Borneo Timor and all the Eastern Isles."
peudix to Keppel's vol. 2.)

(Vide ap .

This system of fort bUIlding adopted by the Dutch, thus enforced by
MI'. Hunt, and indicated by Mr. Earl, is precisely the policy Bmoke
himself has at last seen the ellicacy of', after years of bloodshed
and destruction. He well knew that a Malay town could be specdily
rebuilt, but to the burning tlown of the towns he added the deslruclion of the stores of rice and the devastation of the country by hordes
of auxiliary savages. Other ferocious features were superadded, which
Ilever were in comtemplation of Mr. Hunt, and from which his su' perior, Sir Stamford llames, would have shrunk with hOl'for. It was
not enough that at the first invasion of the Serebas, the effusion
of blood should be avoided by the immediate flight of' the panicstl'icken natives, but, as we have seen, a party of 700 savages was
detached to cr eep stealtltily to the rear of one of their to \Vns, to cut
off the retreat of wretches who had shown themselves only too ready
to Oy. Then look at the second invasiou of the same country when
two thousand savages are let loose for three days to work all the ,
ruin in th'cir power, and to get their fill of heads. Lool, at all the
othel' barbarities which have signalized those expeditions, and call this
a policy fit for the British people to pursue. 11 is a policy which
stands alone and apart from every other course of measures pursued
1'01' the suppression of piracy in the British name, and ought never to
belong to the annals of "the most unbloody people in the world."
There are assertions and representations contained in the sam e
despatch, relative to Oyak piracy, wluch have been fully disposed of
in my former communications, and it must on the whole be said that
it would be difficult to conceive a despatch from a public servant,
more calculated to mislead by the gross exaggeration of its colouring, '
and the boldness of its allegations:
" The hordes of Serebas and Sakarrans" he says, "had for a IOll g
"colll'se of time cal'l'icd on an extensive and unchecked system of deprc,. dations, and were first attacked by Captain Keppel, in 1843 and 1844
" CIt the "equest f!f tlte government f!f Borneo [Borneo Proper] and a/tel'
" the m ost convincing p roof !tad been obtained of their piratical habits and
" of the unprovoked and ge neral character of their piracies by sea and
" by land upon peaceful people of every class and imtioll."
The notable lellt'I' of Muda rIassim to Captain Keppel is here
made to do duty as "the request of the Government of Borneo Proper," and manifold appear to be the virtues and uses of that docucumcllt. It is given in the first 1)lace in Keppel's work as the "inf01'rnat'ion" on which he undertook the expedition against Serebas; then
in Sir James Drooke's deposition as in itself affording profi! of the
piratical character of the Sere bas and Sakal' ran tribes; and in the
despatch it is interpreted into the request of tbe Government of BI~uni
to attack them, and Captain Reppel is stated to have attacked them
on that request "after the most convincing p1'oofs had been ob _

.

==
(

50 )

tained of tl~eir piratic al habits. " What other convtnctng proofs did
Captain Keppel obtain which the lettcr itsclf was no t assumed as affording,? And if there were such proofs why does Sir James Brooke
not mention them in his affidavit, instead of swearing only to the letter
itself as furnishing the proofs required'? The fact is that the lellel'
itself, the request of the Governm ent of Bot'neo, and the convincing pToofs, are all one and the same thing; with this qualification,
perhaps, that to the convincing proofs might ha ve been added the
"perfec t certainty " which Rrooke desired of their piratical habits, from
the fact of the celebrated night allack, nearly foul' year's before Keppel carne, and two years after which the so called pirates were seen
in the Sarawak river in £t'icndly intel'course with !\Iuda Hassim's Government. And these are the only convincin,q proofs of the piracies
of these tribes, which, from the beginnin g to the end of all that has
corne before the public, are shown to have been in existence when
the Hrst invasion of the Serebas river took place. ' All this may be,
and I believe is, quite unnecessary after the expose contained in my
IJreccding communications; but Keppel's expeditions form the back
bone of Brooke's arguments, of which the derivative effect is intended
to be that the Serebas and Sakan ans then were, and have all along
been, pirates whom it is lawful to attack on every occasion; and the
paragraph I have quoted from this despatch may be received as
a
specimen of the unUinchillg and sweeping assertion which Sir James
Brooke otTers to Lord P almerston.
I shall now only examine one or two other statements in th ese
despatches, before proce()ding to take a glance at the native depositions
regarding piracy, printed in these papers.
Sir James Brooke says that it was "aftel' his departure for England
in July 1.847 that the pirates once more threw otT all rest raint, put
to sea in large bodies, devastated the coast and incessanlly harassed tho
trade,"- disorde rs which he had previously shown to arise (rom the
agency of the gove1'nment of Borneo Proper. But let that pass:
I
have examined with the utmost care th e pages of YOUI' own journal,
and of your contempol'ary the Singap ore Free PTess, from the iime
Sir James Brooke left Sarawak in 1.847 until his retul'l1 in Sept. 1.848,
and not one single instance is mentioned in either of depredations of
any kind in the vicinity of Sarawak, during all that time, although
there was his own schooner, the "Julia," constan tly passing and \'epassing between the two places all the lime, to bring information, It appears,
however, from this same despatch that he and Captain Keppel, when at
Sarawak, publicly pledged themsel ves to attack Serebas and Salwrran, as soon as the proper season should arrive, that is witb the chan ge
of the monsoon in the following March-f ully six months after. Hu
t
in the despatch of 1.3th, Sept, 1818 from Sarawak, Captain Keppel in
H. M. S. "Mreander " being then in that river, tbere is not a
word
about this pledging; Lord Palmers ton being merely informed that,
" I propose when the proper season returns to request the aid of the
Naval officer in command to punish, &:c, "

~~~
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" Notorious facts," he says further, "can only be doubted through
the medium of ignorance and distance, and there is no person of competent information who does not well know that the north'west coast of
Borneo would be secure for the trader and that the inhabitants would
be at peace with one another if not disturbed and harassed by the ex: ·
cursions of these pirates."
I (latter rnyselfl that I, and rnany others in Singapore, who think Willl
me are persons or competent information, and I undertake to say that
the foregoing representation utterly unworthy of allention by any
person either here or at a distance, whose belief in it would only leave
him more ignorant than ever; and that it is incol1ceivan le how any
such statement should be found· in a despatch to a rninister of the
British C"own, purporting to convey to him correct information, and impress him with just views of piracy in these seas.
But these despatches are throughout rnarked with extravagance ;
and he comes at length to advance the preposterous doctrine that. the
Dyal(s of Serebas and Sakarrall are to be put on the proof of· their innocence !j! "I cannot" he says "find any specific facts are uI'ged
to prove the innocency of this piratical comm unity ." If this be the
principle on ""which he framed his policy regardin g them , no wonder
they have been slaughtered! Speci fic facts were the very things
wanting on his own side, but the public sa IV nene of them; and had
nothin g dinned into its cars save a general chal'g e of piracy, until the
application for Head-money to the Admil'alty Court at this settlement,
und el' the attack of the 31st. Jul y, rclld ered it necessary to rake togetb er a bundle of allictavits, all one side; for 1 know this rnuch of the
proceed ings of a Court of Admiralty, under simi lar circumstances, that
th ey arc wholly ex parte ; the applicants for Head-rnoney and th eir
,vitnesses deposing away, quite at their case, without any CI'O SS questioning, against pirate chief this, and pirate chief that, land that
these were pirates, and those were pirates who are all the time either'
dead and buried, or, it may be, thousands of miles away; and, as if
this were not one sided enoug h, Brooke himself,-the prime delinquent (if there were any at all on the killing side)-was placed at the
head of the commission, issued from the Court here, to take the d e ~
positions of parties at Sara wak; all the natives, living undel' his influence, upon whose testi mony it is that the .Serebas and Sakarrans
have been adjudged to be pirates!
In ar:ry other case, every Englishman would sentence such testimony to the flames, but this "Description of p ersons treated as pi?'ates,"
according to the phrasing of the Head money returns, ltave no friends;
and 110 counter affidavits are ever call ed fOI' ! so that the caie was as
plain sailin g for the applical\ts, under the lIead money act, as could be
possibly desired. I am not going to attempt any analysis of this evidence, as printed in the Parliamentary papers : but mean to deal with
it rnore summarily. The depositions are of two kinds-one to prove
the numerical force of lhe "piratical" (leet,-for the purpose
of determining the amount of Head money compensation demand-
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able; the other to establish the fact of piracy, general and p~r
ticular, against the Serebas and Sakarrans Dyaks. It is only with
the latter that I purpose having any thing to do, further than ill
J'emarking that the numerical force o( these tribes, both in prahus
and men, considerably exceed, according to the depositions, the numerical force allowed by the Admiralty COUI't. As to the proof the depositions furnish of piracy, I c{)unt it as nothing to find the native deponents to the several affidavits, lZU Malays, with the word "pirates" and
"piratical fleet" always in their mouths, considering the ~circumstanccs
under which these depositions were taken, and that we hal'e them befOl'e us in English. The Serebas balta would doubtless be translated
"the piratical Ileet," as "orang Sere bas " would be translated "the
pirates;" and their appeat:;lnce outside their river" a piratical cruize."
Dut there is no doubt that the whole body of the evidence s/'ows that
th e expedition of the Serebas and Sakarran Dyal<s, when they left
their rivers, were direcled against some district, town, 01' vitla,qe, on
the adjacent coas!, while thel'e is a total want of evidence, on the face
of these depositions, to shew that they nt any time went to sea to
cntize against tradinq vessels, or that trade on the high seas was
the object of their attacks. The evidence, indeed, appears to he all
th e other way; and the rapidity of their movements toward, and I'eturn from, the destined point of attack, seems of itself to forhid the
supp os ition that their attaclls were directed against the commel'ce of
the seas. And we find that Sir James Brooke himself informed Captain li'arquhar that from his knowledge of the eharacter and habits of
these tribes, "their expedition would certainly not extend over five to
seven days ;"* both of them at the time themselves believing that the
town of S~riki was the Obj ect of the attack. Now, Sir, I believe that,
according to the law which every European nation has hitherto acted
on, it does not constitute pimcy when the fighting men of a whole
community, amounting themselves to several thousancis, under the immediate command of their acknowledged chiefs, sally out of their river on an expedition, to attack another town on the coast, a s was the
case when theSerebas were slaughtered. Trading prahus may be taken
and plundered; but the act mayor may not be piratical, according to
circumstances; for they may belong to the hostile tribes attacked; or
it may be the separate act of a small section of the force, without any authority from its chief, and Sir James has in other instances shown himself edremely tender towards such "occasional piracies."t On the
occasiou in question, the two prahus takeu were Loth at the time
close to the defences of the river of th e town attacked (deposition of
BUl'lIt;) and if no question was asked regard ing them before they were
J)lundered and destroyed, the proceeding exactly resembles what occurred
at Patusen, when hundreds of boats were destroyed, from a war prahu
dOlVn to a cock boat, without enquiry whose property they were. If
.. Capt, F arquhar to R ear Admiml Sir F , A , Collier, 25 August 1849,

t See the pardon and dis missal of tho p'i1'atos who attacked the D 'i do's boast a If
Serhassen,

Keppel Vol. 2 p, 26,
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there be intertribal wal', and who can deny itamong the Dyak races of the
coast of Borneo, how distinguish between an expedition which sails to inIlict a just retaliation, and one whieh sallies forth for the atta ck of a town
to procure slaves and heads'? which latter, abomination as it may be, is '
not necessarily a pimtical act. But in point of fact Sir James Brooke
had adopted a dogma which enabled him to dispense with every consideration connected with the relative situation of the tribes to each other,
as is plainly evidenced by what follows:
.. ' ;Ye only," he says, .. concede the right of IVaI' to 1'ccognised states,
and even then we must ea1'ej'ully avoid int1'oducing the n!/inements of E,./,-'
1'opean inte1'natioual law, amongst a l'l1c1e and semi-civilized people, who
will make our delicacy a cloak for crime, and declare war merely fo" the
sake of committiug piracy with impunity, On the contrary all ehi e f~ wh o
have seized on territory and arrogate independence (making this indepen(l enee a plea for piracy) eem 1WVC1' be allowed the 1'iglit of declcwing Wa1', 01'
entering on h.ostilities lV'itlt tlle;'1' neighbours ," (Keppel 2 p, 199,
This is a convenient doctrine certainly for a R.ajah of Sarawalc, who
is also, Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Independent States of 80l'Oeo ;
and who may himself determine what is to be 'l recognized state. The
Serebas and Sakarrans, according to the statement in Muda Hassim 's
letter to Capt. l{eppel, were ., not subj ect to the government of Borneo,
(Borneo Proper)." They numbered from ten to twelve thousand fighting
men, which gave a populatIOn of sixty thousand, and had acknowledged
chiefs with whom Rajah Brooke entered into negotiations; and in what
wcre they deficient in their claims to be recognized as a state, more
especially in the confusion and dislocation of nearly all political relations
in which Brooke found the coast of Borneo, when he established himself in authority at Sarawak, and when as he himself says, with rcference to the alliance of the Patingi of Scriki and Sakarran against
himself, that, "from the weakness of the central government at Bruni, these people consider themselves almost independent and carry orl
a predatory wal·, without reference to superir,r authority" (Mundy vol. 2
p. 70), But I am not here going to enter into the discussion of any
questiolls of international law; which are out of my province. Sil'
James Brooke's doctrines and principles, and the ruthless manner in which
they have been enforced, are before the Hritish public; and it seems
will soon be before the highest tribunal of the Empire; and the question as to whether he will be allowed to persist in them, or be bound
ovel' to a policy more consistent with the humane and liberal principlcs
which bcJore his time regulated the conduct of the British, in regard to
piracy in these seas, will probably ere long be determined, If I have
done aught, in the foregoing pages, that can in the smallest degree help
towards the determination of this question, on just views, my object will
be fully attained.
--->t~NOHCI·"
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APPENDIX.
THE

COAST OF BORNEO

BEFORE

BR.OOKE'S TIME.

We have no doubt the great hydrographer !,'f described the 80l'l1eo
Malays of his own day, either as he found th em by his own experience, or from the representation of others who had the means of judgiug of their character-but, with all due de/ference to so high an authority, we arc of opinion that, as regal'ds the existin g characteristics of the
llorneans, the preference is due to those who have had opportunities
of intercourse with them at th e present time. We at least see neither
the advan tage nor fairness of estimating the character or circumstances of
these tribes by the criterion of wh at they were found · to be thirty or
fOl'ty yea rs ago, in opposition to representations of what they no ware,
proceeding from actual eye witnesses of the present day.
llut even at a I)c riod much a:'l terior to that referred to by HORSDURGII
we find by the following quotation from a paper of M·r. CllAWFUIW'S,
written in December 1824, that the English had been treated with hospita lity and kindness by the Borneo chiefs-in which he also ma((es allusio n to the reluctance formerly felt by Europeans to frequent the
Coas t of Borneo;"Europeans have for a number' of years forhQrn to visit 80rneo on
accou nt of its violent and anarchical governm ont. We believe that European ships might now visit it with perfect safety, owing to the accession of a new and favorable prince, the pl'ofessions of friendship and
desire of trade which have been anxiously held out, and the real benefits which the Borneans themselves have experienced from their commercial II1terco urse with us, and which lbey would surely be reluctant to
put to any hazard by aggression upon ours, The English ind eed have
11 0 good reason to complain of the Borneans. They never form ed any
Eu ropean alliance but with us, and when the 500100s, half a ('cntury ago,
treacherously drove us from Balambangan, it was this people who afforded us an asylum and who proferred us a settlement on the rivet' of
Domeo and the island of Labuan, which we accepted for a season."
MI'. CRAWFURD was quite correct in his estimate of the advantages
the Borneans fell they must derive from the cultivation of a commercial
in tercourse with us, and of the ameliorating influences upon their habits

*

HOl'sbu gh .
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and feelings that rrJust follow. Not a single instance has there occured,
since the passage ahove quoted was written, of outrage having been offered either to the person or property of Europeans in any part of the
Coast of IJorneo to which they have traded-and Mr. BnOO]{E'S friendly reception by the Sarawak chief, by no means a singular example of
such treatment, nor is the confidence he reposes in the continued existence of a friendly disposition on their part towards the English, a solitary instance of a simildr sentimento-Ir our Bengal Contemporary will
turn to our number of 1.5th Sept. 1.836, he will there find an account
of a visit to Borneo Proper,for trading purposes by two Europeans, and
of a residence of some duration, during which no thing was experienced
but kind and hosp itable treatment, notwithstanding the destruction wi~h
which HORSBURGH threatened them.-Europeans from this port have
also repeatedly traded to ,'.'arawak, the port visited by Mr. BltOOKE,
and resided on shore for months, buying and selling unmolested and undisturbed by apprehension of any sort.- It is also wo rth mentiollin g,
that when the brig N apoleon, belonging to this port,: was wrecked last
year in the mouth of the Sa1'awak river, the Captain, officers, and
crew, the former Europeans, and all of whom had lost everything they had
on board, were sllccoured, sheltered, and treated, during a period of
nine weeks, with a degree of hospitality, and attention to their wants,
which we wish were still the characteristi cs, o n similar occas io lls, o f s om e
countries that boast of theil' supcriol' civilization.- Si?lgap o1°c 1'1°ce

Press June 11th, 1840.
D escription

oj tlte Illamen Pimte Pt'ahus.

The prahu captured was 54 in length and fifteen feet beam, but
their general length was 56 feet, strongly built with a round stern and
the stern post having a consIderable curve, on which the rudder is made
t~
, was hung on a pintttl and gudgeon. The decks, after the same
fashion as the Malay prahus, were made of split neebong fastened together with rattan, the neebong being cut into convenient lengths so that
any part of the deck could be rolled up-the depths of hold about six:
feet. From the upper edge of the prahus a projection of bamboo nearly two feet broad, was made all around the vessel from the stockade
near the bow to the stern, on the outer edge of which was raised, of th e
same material, a breastwork about three feet high, and outside this
their rattan plaited cables were placed around, one coil above another,
-an excellent protection against shot.
These vessels were double banked, pulling 36 oars, 1.8 on each side,
nine of whish rested en the edge of the prahu passing through the proj ecting raised work alluded to, the upper tier of nine oars, bemg worked over all the lower tier were pulled by men sitting 0 11 the deck
inside the boat itself, the upper by others sitting on the projecting bamboo wolrk, whose heads could barely be seen above it-the oars were
worked diagonally in the style, as has been supposed by some authors,
of tile ancient war galleys, by which contrivance considerable room is
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saved. Indeed this work projecting from the side of the vessel, faVOUI'S in some measure the ingenious theory of the I ~ e General M.I!:LVJLLE, in his essay on the galleys of the Greeks and H. l> lllans.
The rowers among the pirates were of the lowel' castes, 01' slaves
captured in their cruizes; hence a strong Chinese became a valuable acquisilion to them, and the oal's could admit of two men pulling at each
if necessary.
Theil' rigging was of the most simple kind, a large sail fore ward and
a smaller sail abaft, made of light mats sewed together-stretched
on bamboos above and below, having cross pieces at intervals from top
to bottom in the foresail only-wbi~h was hoisted on a triangle of stout
bamboos forming the foremast-this is done exactly like the 8ugis boats,
a bamboo lashed close to th a outer edge of the vessel on each side, and
a third fastened to the deck amidships, immediately behind the stockade,'
is brought up to meet the t \vo upright pieces, and all lashed together at
the top forming a very efiicient support to the sail, and excellently adapted for resisting shot; in fact it was found very difficult to shoot Lhem
away, for when struck by shot Lhey were only split and still stood as well
as before-the small mast behind was a spar.
The working of these sails was likewise very simpl!!, for when the'
prahu went about the tacks and braces were let go, the bow pulled some what round, and the sail turned round to the othel' side of the mast,
the fore tacl(s boused down and the braces, which led aft, made fast,
and soon the vessel was on tbe other tack. Each prahl! had a stockade, not
far from the bow, through which was pointed all iron four pounder, anothel' stoclwde abaft on which was stuck two SWivels, and around ,Lhe
sides were from three Lo six. guns of the same description, all h~ass,
stuck upon up;'ight pieces of wood: they had likewise musk ets, spears '
~c" and many of the pirates wore very large bamboo shields covering
all the upper part of the body, The fighting men wore long hair which
was loose in the batlle and gaye them a savage appearance. ' It may be
mentioned Lhat the orang kaya's prahu was armed with brass gUliS, according to the report of his son who is one of the capLives.-Singa-

pore Free P1'ess, JU'2e i6tlt 1838 .

...
TUE following description of the Lannn prahus is taken from th e
evidence of the late Captain Samuel Congalton of the, Straits Steamer,
given on the trial of the 18 Lanun pirates before th,f;l , Criminal Court
at Singapore June 9th. 1838 :-" He captul'ed the prisoners 0(1' TringaIIU, their prahu was one of a lIeet of sil( which was in chase of a
China junk when he fell in with them-observed the junk return fin'.
and the pirates were preparing to renew the attack whell the Steamer
approached, the pirates, bore do'wn IIpon her, supposing her to be a
vessel ou lire I but finding out their mistake as they came nearer,

